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Darcy Dugan poses with Jordan Hollersmith and Angie Doroff during a tour of the  

Pacific oyster experiments at the NOAA AFSC Lab at Lena Point in Juneau. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
●​ Finance Manager: AOOS posted the job description for a new Finance Manager. The posting closes July 

10 - please forward the listing to your contacts! 

●​ Ocean Observatories Initiative (OOI): Although AOOS is not directly involved in the OOI Station Papa, we 

were heavily involved in the effort to reverse the decision by the National Science Foundation to remove 

the arrays. As of June 18, NSF “will not proceed with further removal or descoping of equipment from 

the remaining arrays and will continue operations including planned maintenance.” Several articles 

included AOOS/IOOS quotes (see News section below).  

●​ CFR Training: Sheyna and Holly joined the North Pacific Research Board (NPRB) and North Pacific 

Fisheries Management Council (NPFMC) on June 16 in training in the implementation of Federal grants 

under the Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs).  

IOOS 
●​ Environmental Compliance: Sheyna has been working closely with the IOOS Program Office on 

improving the process for the environmental compliance review process. Sheyna is happy that her 20+ 

years of experience in environmental consulting is coming in handy! She will be in Washington, DC in 

early July for a brainstorming session.  

●​ Ocean Technology Transition (OTT): The IOOS OTT funding opportunity has kept AOOS busy. We have 

provided numerous Letters of Support for organizations applying for funding as the OTT proposal 

 

https://aoos.org/finance-manager-position-announcement/
https://oceanobservatories.org/
https://ioos.noaa.gov/news/ott-funding-opportunity-2026-open/
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recommends involvement of an IOOS Regional Association. Thomas is leading a proposal for a glider 

acoustic telemetry program, working with partners across the US. 

 

NETWORKS 
Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network 

●​ Thomas has been managing the deployments of AOOS’ three Imaging 

FlowCytobots (IFCBs) since May. The AHAB webpage on IFCBs shows the 

schedule of the IFCB deployments, as well as links to the dashboards on 

which the IFCB data are visualized.  

●​ In June, Thomas deployed an IFCB on the R/V Woldstad in Homer. Elenor 

Whitney (AOOS ANSEP intern) helped with the deployment. The IFCB will be 

on the R/V Woldstad through September, while the vessel is conducting 

hydrographic surveys in Norton Sound. The dashboard to see near real-time 

images from this IFCB can be found here: 

https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=Woldstad2026  

●​ On June 21-22, two of the IFCBs were on vessels that transited over the same area about 130 nm east of 

St. Paul Island, and both IFCBs showed an uptick in the abundance of Alexandrium cells in the water. 

Although the density of Alexandrium was not high enough to warrant an advisory (maxing out at 800 

cells/L), the information was communicated to the surrounding communities. This region of the SE 

Bering Sea had Alexandrium blooms detected in both 2024 and 2025, both of which led to animal 

die-offs in the Pribilof Islands. It remains to be seen if a similar situation occurs again this year. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ Filming is underway for a set of short videos highlighting Tribal 

involvement in ocean acidification sampling. This month, Darcy and 

videographer Bjorn Olson captured footage and interviews in Sitka. 

(Right: Bjorn films Sitka Tribe sampler Nicole Filipek) 

●​ A number of other OA outreach materials are in the hopper, including a 

storymap on OA monitoring in Alaska, a new OA and groundfish 

brochure, and an update to the OA and red king crab brochure. Stay 

tuned! 

 

Northeast Pacific ACoustic Telemetry (N-PACT) node 

●​ Acoustic telemetry receivers that were deployed in Unimak pass in October 2025 were recovered this 

month. Two mooring designs were used, and stationary test transmitters were deployed to look at the 

detection range of the receivers in this highly dynamic location. Data from this pilot project are still being 

analyzed. 

●​ Three more acoustic telemetry receivers were deployed by NOAA scientists aboard the EcoFOCI mooring 

cruise. These receivers will be out for about a year on moorings in the Bering Sea, Unimak Pass and near 

the Shumagin Islands.  

●​ Thomas has been working on putting together a proposal for the IOOS Ocean Technology Transfer 

funding which would streamline the data integration of acoustic telemetry with underwater gliders. The 

 

https://ahab.aoos.org/ifcb/
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=Woldstad2026
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project would work with glider labs across the country to develop the use and data streams of acoustic 

telemetry receivers on gliders. 

 

PROJECTS 

Backyard Buoys  

●​ Pre-season training: The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) held a pre-season training session 

on June 4 with village facilitators. Other organizations deploying buoys were invited, including Nalaquq, 

the Port of Nome, Native Village of Afognak, and the US Navy.  

●​ As the ice is departing the Arctic, more buoys will be deployed! Many partners have already deployed 

buoys, so tune into the Backyard Buoys app to see the data! 

 

Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook (SIWO) 

●​ The 2026 SIWO season ended on Friday, June 26th with just a small amount of sea ice remaining near 

Shishmaref. We are grateful to all the SIWO community observers and our partners at NWS Alaska for 

contributing! We will keep sharing relevant information during our off-season on Facebook and YouTube 

@seaiceforwalrus. 

 

DATA 
●​ Particle Tracking Tool: The new Particle Trajectory Tool is a user-friendly, web-based particle tracking 

simulation and visualization application that shows how oil, sediment, plankton larvae, and other 

particles move through the ocean. The tool does not require users to be skilled programmers. Try the 

tool here: https://particle-ui.srv.axds.co/ (users must create a login). 

●​ Thomas and Taylor attended the annual IOOS Data Management and Cyberinfrastructure (DMAC) 

Meeting in early June in Silver Spring, Maryland. During the meeting, Taylor presented on the progress 

made toward standardizing water level metadata and data 

management practices at the national level through the 

IOOS-wide Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) initiative. The 

presentation highlighted ongoing collaboration across the IOOS 

enterprise to improve the consistency, accessibility, and 

interoperability of water level data. Thomas presented on the 

data management structure of acoustic telemetry work 

happening in the US, and helped to organize a breakout session 

on acoustic telemetry and a breakout session on standardizing plankton data. 

●​ As part of the national WebCOOS project and in partnership with the Kasitsna Bay Laboratory, two 

webcams were recently installed in Seldovia and at the Kasitsna Bay Lab. The data stream is updated in 

the AOOS Portal every four minutes. The metadata includes a link to the WebCOOS portal, allowing users 

to access the live stream and historical data directly.  

○​ Seldovia City Dock Webcam 

○​ Kasitsna Bay Lab Webcam 

 

 

https://aoos.org/networks/sea-ice-for-walrus-outlook/
https://particle-ui.srv.axds.co/
https://portal.aoos.org/?ls=5ahxcuYm#layer-data/8c2c9f23-7da3-41ec-840c-2c51cc9882cd/package_slug:seldovia_dock
https://portal.aoos.org/?ls=Z3wbktud#layer-data/8c2c9f23-7da3-41ec-840c-2c51cc9882cd/package_slug:kasitsna_dock
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EDUCATION 
●​ Darcy and Sheyna will be mentoring Anchorage School District students this fall as part of the ASD Gifted 

Mentorship Program.   

●​ Alice and Sheyna are preparing activities to teach at the Afognak Culture Camp in Kodiak in July. 

 

AOOS IN THE NEWS 
●​ Carol was quoted in an Inside Climate News story about how cuts to NSF and Ocean Station Papa impact 

Alaska ocean monitoring. MSN also ran the story.  

●​ NOAA’s National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS) published an article that mentions AOOS 

about transferring HABs monitoring and toxin detection capabilities to Arctic Tribes.  

●​ Katie Basile, who is funded by AOOS as a Coastal Specialist in Bethel, was featured in a story by Alaska 

Sea Grant about her Lessons from Newtok project.  

 

ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people 
University of New Haven student group Thomas and Darcy met with college students on 

Alaska marine issues 
12 

NERACOOS Board Darcy presented on Alaska efforts around 
freezing spray forecasting 

25 

mCDR Journal Club Darcy facilitated monthly meeting 16 
Annual DMAC Meeting Taylor and Thomas presented and facilitated 

discussions at the annual DMAC meeting related 
to water level, plankton data management, and 
acoustic telemetry 

50 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting to share HAB news and 
updates 

37 

​
Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield 
Guy.  

 

https://www.asdk12.org/departments/academic-services/instructional-division/teaching-learning/gifted-mentorships
https://www.asdk12.org/departments/academic-services/instructional-division/teaching-learning/gifted-mentorships
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/09062026/alaska-ocean-monitoring-instruments-nsf-cuts/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/alaska-fishing-groups-sound-alarm-as-nsf-plans-to-shut-down-key-ocean-monitoring-system/ar-AA25Nrk5?ocid=Peregrine
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/transferring-harmful-algal-bloom-monitoring-and-toxin-detection-capabilities-to-arctic-tribes/
https://alaskaseagrant.org/2026/06/lessons-from-newtok/
https://alaskaseagrant.org/2026/06/lessons-from-newtok/
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