
 
 

July 2026 
 

 

Alice teaches about the Backyard Buoys program at the Native Village of Afognak  
Dig Afognak Summer Camp.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
●​ Sheyna and Steve White (AOOS Board Chair) hosted a visit from Thomas Dans, Chair of US Arctic 

Research Commission, and Becca Derex, Acting NOAA Alaska Regional Team Coordinator with the Marine 

Exchange of Alaska (MXAK) and US Coast Guard.  

 

IOOS 
●​ Environmental Compliance: Sheyna traveled to Silver Spring, MD to work with the IOOS Program office 

the week of July 7 to help with the environmental compliance process. 

●​ Reporting: AOOS submitted the core and OTT particle trajectory tool semi-annual progress reports 

 

NETWORKS 
Alaska Water Level Watch 

●​ JOA Surveys completed the installation of a GNSS-IR water level station in Kaktovik. The station is 

currently being integrated into the AWLW Portal, and a link will be shared once it is live.  

●​ Reconnaissance and planning for additional installation sites are also underway, with several new 

stations anticipated to be deployed in late summer 2026. 
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Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network 

●​ The Imaging Flow Cytobots (IFCBs) have been operating throughout Alaska since May. All three of AOOS’ 

IFCBs were deployed during the month of July, and so far, we’ve collected four time series of data that 

are available online: 

○​ R/V Sally Ride (May 1-20): https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=sallyride0526  

○​ Kasitsna Bay Lab dock (May 28 – July 7): 

https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=KBL_dock  

○​ F/V Northwest Explorer (May 31 – ongoing): 

https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=NWexplorer2026  

○​ R/V Woldstad (June 17 – ongoing): https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=Woldstad2026  

●​ AOOS has been supporting an ANSEP Intern, Elenor Whitney, who has been working alongside Rosie 

Masui at the Kachemak Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Homer. Elenor has been collecting, 

preparing and shipping samples for HAB testing, doing fieldwork to sample various taxa around 

Kachemak Bay, and developed outreach materials about HABs. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ Conversations were abundant in the Alaska OA Network this month with the executive committee talking 

about upcoming projects, the mCDR Journal club discussion a stage-gate approach to field testing, and a 

presentation by the Kelley Lab at UAF on kelp farms and 

carbon uptake (or at one farm, carbon release). Darcy also 

participated in a workshop in Kodiak focusing on 

interpreting and communicating community sampling and 

Burke-o-lator data.  

●​ The new story map "Monitoring OA in Alaska” is now live, 

showing the many ways carbon chemistry is measured 

around Alaska to better understand baseline conditions, 

local drivers and long term change due to acidification. 

Thanks to UAF PhD student Rylie Neely who worked with Darcy on the map. 

 

Northeast Pacific ACoustic Telemetry (N-PACT) node 

●​ The AOOS team submitted a proposal for the IOOS Ocean Technology Transfer funding which would 

streamline the data integration of acoustic telemetry with underwater gliders. The project would work 

with glider labs across the country to develop the use and data streams of acoustic telemetry receivers 

on gliders. 

●​ Thomas also sent three receivers to be deployed on moorings across Shelikof Strait. These receivers will 

be deployed for the next year and will detect nearby marine animals tagged with acoustic transmitters. 

 

PROJECTS 
Cook Inlet Particle Tracking Tool  

●​ The new Particle Trajectory Tool, developed with funding support from the IOOS Ocean Technology 

Transition (OTT) Program,  is a user-friendly, web-based particle tracking simulation and visualization 

application that shows how oil, sediment, plankton larvae, and other particles move in and around the 

 

https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=sallyride0526
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=KBL_dock
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=NWexplorer2026
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=Woldstad2026
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fa629545519f4250a05708eae235fb1b
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Cook Inlet Region, based on NOAA’s Cook Inlet Ocean Forecast System (CIOFS). This tool was launched 

publicly in May 2026, and is accessible through the AOOS Website project page:  

https://aoos.org/project/cook-inlet-particle-trajectory-tool/  

 

ACTION 

●​ ACTION, a project led by the Alaska Coastal Cooperative at UAF,  is part of Navigating the New Arctic, a 

National Science Foundation initiative that tackles convergent scientific challenges in the rapidly 

changing Arctic. AOOS and Tetra Tech are part of the ACTION team, assisting with data management and 

coordination with statewide coastal hazard initiatives. The AOOS website has a 

newly launched ACTION project page providing details and valuable access links 

to news stories, social media and project data! 

https://aoos.org/project/the-action-project/   

 

Backyard Buoys  

●​ Sheyna traveled to Fairbanks for the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission 

(AEWC) meeting on July 15 where Jenny, Sheyna, and Martin gave an update on 

the program. 

●​ Buoys were deployed at Gambell and Savoonga in mid-July.  

●​ “Friends of Backyard Buoys” - other non-AOOS funded buoys are being 

deployed and added to the app. Buoys are live on the app and more will be 

added this August! 

 

DATA 
●​ The AOOS-funded Chukchi Sea glider was successfully deployed the morning of July 24 from the CCGS Sir 

Wilfred Laurier, courtesy of Dr. Jackie Grebmeier and Paul Macoun.  

○​ The glider data are available through the AOOS Ocean Data Explorer:​
https://portal.aoos.org/?ls=rSIERihg#platform/1ca67092-e13a-5666-b7bc-fdc5dc2b0c54/v2?tab

=visualization 

○​ Acoustic detections of marine mammals from the onboard hydrophone are being displayed 

through Mark Baumgartner's Robots4Whales website:​
https://dcs.whoi.edu/chukchi2607/chukchi2607_unit_595.shtml 

 

EDUCATION 
●​ Sheyna and Alice were guest speakers at the Dig Afognak summer youth camp for the Native Village of 

Afognak July 17-21 where they taught youth from the Kodiak area about waves, ocean sound, and ocean 

art. 

 

AOOS IN THE NEWS 
●​ KYUK wrote a feature story that quotes AOOS partner Lynn Church from Nalaquq, LLC, and links drone 

technology, climate change, and the village's local archeology project.  

 

 

https://aoos.org/project/cook-inlet-particle-trajectory-tool/
https://aoos.org/project/the-action-project/
https://portal.aoos.org/?ls=rSIERihg#platform/1ca67092-e13a-5666-b7bc-fdc5dc2b0c54/v2?tab=visualization
https://portal.aoos.org/?ls=rSIERihg#platform/1ca67092-e13a-5666-b7bc-fdc5dc2b0c54/v2?tab=visualization
https://dcs.whoi.edu/chukchi2607/chukchi2607_unit_595.shtml
https://www.kyuk.org/science-and-environment/2026-07-27/in-the-rush-to-recover-an-archaeological-site-a-shifting-climate-links-quinhagaks-past-and-present
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ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people 
OA Research Community and mCDR 
journal club 

Darcy hosted a presentation and Q&A with UAF 
researcher Amanda Kelley on kelp farms and 
carbon uptake 

30 

mCDR Journal Club Darcy facilitated a monthly discussion focused on 
stage-gate approaches to mCDR research  

11 

Alaska OA Network Executive 
Committee 

Darcy facilitated quarterly meeting 8 

Alaska Marine Policy Forum Bi-monthly forum co-hosted by Alaska Sea Grant 
and AOOS 

56 

Native Village of Afognak Dig Afognak 
Camp 

Alice & Sheyna taught kids and adults from 
Kodiak area about AOOS 

35 

Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission 
triennial convention 

Sheyna gave an update on Backyard Buoys 50 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting 38 
​

Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield 
Guy.  
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