
AOOS Executive Committee 
June 30, 2025 

Meeting Agenda 
 

 
Attendees: 

● Sheyna Wisdom, AOOS 
● Steve White, Chair 
● Martin Robards, Vice Chair 
● Estelle Thomson, Secretary 
● Lynn Palensky, Treasurer 

 
Agenda 

● General check in on Federal funding 

● IOOS Reauthorization Act 

● ASLC updates 

● Staffing updates 

● IOOS Fall meeting 

● EXCOM meeting schedule 

●  
Discussion 

1. General check in on Federal funding 
a. All IOOS Grants were approved at the Dept of Commerce Secretary level!! 
b. FY25 core + non-core:  

i. IOOS had to get funding requests in by Jun 27 to GMD, which they met.  
ii. Core funding is in hand will be coming through ($2.7M) in mid-Aug to early-Sep 

iii. Non-core funding has been approved but not all is in hand yet. They are trying 
to delay GMD processing until mid-Jul but don’t want to jeopardize core 
funding.  

1. OAP funding in hand 
2. ½ OCM funding in hand (but don’t know how much will come to AOOS) 
3. HABs not in hand 

iv. AOOS task: Working on Year 5 budgets using information from “loss tracking” 
and user surveys, as well as negotiating with Axiom and ASLC based on service.  

v. Reminders: 
1. Core covers Sheyna, Carol, Holly, 25% Darcy, all “operations” 
2. HABs covers Thomas 
3. ROP covers Lisa 
4. OAP covers Darcy 

vi. Discussion with EXCOM: Definitely good to work with Axiom on revising the 
contract with all the uncertainty.  

c. FY26:  
i. FY26 Congressional Justification public: 

https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/NOAA-FY2026-
Congressional-Budget-Submission.pdf  

ii. IOOS regional lines terminated but IOOS DMAC retained. Working on outreach 
with Congressionals now.  

1. This is different from the FY25 Biden PB.  

https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/NOAA-FY2026-Congressional-Budget-Submission.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/NOAA-FY2026-Congressional-Budget-Submission.pdf
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iii. FY26-31: Request for Proposals (NOFO) for next 5-year should have already 

come out but being reviewed by OMB & GMD. Obviously depends on FY26 
Budget. 

iv. User surveys for both portal and AOOS! 
d. BIL (Years 3-5):  

i. Amount not known because FY24 may be rescinded. They are trying to get Years 
3-4 out the door ASAP. They did have us resubmit SF424 with a start date of Jun 
1.  

ii. Reminder: covers Alice and ANSEP interns 
e. IRA:  

i. There has been some re-programming of IRA funds.  
ii. Topic Area 1: all obligated, so hearing it is relatively safe. Year 2 amendments 

have gone out the door.  
iii. Topic Area 2: waiting on Year 2 from MARACOOS, but it is relatively safe.  
iv. Reminders: covers Taylor, Carley, 30% Thomas, and now using this to cover 

Carol (Data Manager) 
2. IOOS Reauthorization Act 

a. House: HB 2294  
b. Senate: SB 2126  

3. Staffing 
a. Project Administrator started April: Carley Swartz (former ASLC Grants Manager) 
b. AWLW Coordinator started May: Taylor Borgfelt 
c. 2 ANSEP interns hired under BIL: Catherine Spangler working with Markus Horning on 

sleeper sharks and Peter Lowe working with Donna Hauser AAOKH 
d. Joni moved to hourly (her request) to finish out a few tasks 
e. Creative funding shuffle to cover salaries 

4. ASLC 
a. Restructuring and hiring external consultants 
b. It is a MESS. A LOT of concerns. Carley has been KEY, but she will go out in the fall.  
c. Contract negotiations to modify how much we pay ASLC . 

5. IOOS fall meeting (Sep 15-19) 
a. Martin attending 
b. Invited Alice to attend 
c. Traverse City, MI 

6. EXCOM standing meetings schedule 
a. Bi-monthly meetings set up for 4th Thursday of every other month at 2 pm AKDT 
b. Next meeting Aug 28, 2025 at 2pm 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2294/cosponsors?s=2&r=13&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22chamberActionDateCode%3A%5C%222025-03-24%7C119%7C1000%5C%22+AND+billIsReserved%3A%5C%22N%5C%22%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2126?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Integrated+ocean+coastal%22%7D&s=1&r=3

