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(Left) Molly and Sheyna at our 21st Anniversary party. (Right) The next day, AOOS staff decompressed with pumpkin 

carving.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
●​ Board meeting: AOOS hosted the Fall Board Meeting on October 28 at the Anchorage office. Our Federal 

members were missed. Topics discussed include acceptance of Year 5 and Infrastructure funds, as well as 

strategic planning for the next 5 years.  

●​ 21st Anniversary Celebration: Following our Board meeting, AOOS celebrated our 21st anniversary at 

the 49th State Brewery. Speakers included Molly McCammon, Doug Demaster, Clarence Pautzke, Nathan 

Wardwell, Rob Bochenek, Seth Danielson, and Jeff Hetrick. Darcy compiled a fantastic photo slide show. 

It was a great event to celebrate all the fantastic work of AOOS and all of our partners! For those 

wondering, the other Regional Associations have celebrated 20 years, but we thought we could be 

“adults” and enjoy our 21st in style. Thanks to all who attended! 
 

IOOS 
●​ The IOOS Program Office remains on furlough until the end of the government shutdown. We are 

grateful for the continued efforts of contractors at the Program Office who are still working during this 

time.  

●​ We submitted our Year 5 work plan and look forward to approval when the Program Office is back up 

and running. Unfortunately for our PIs, we are unable to issue Year 5 funds (which started July 1) until we 

receive this approval.  

●​ We started to work on our FY26-31 proposal. This will be a huge effort by AOOS staff and PIs.  
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NETWORKS 
Alaska Water Level Watch (AWLW) 

●​ In early October, Carol and Taylor traveled to Hoonah 

and Petersburg with JOA Surveys staff Julia Mickley 

and Peter Oswald to perform a site visit and do 

outreach for upcoming water level installations. AOOS 

coordinated meetings with community members to 

share information about the installation plans and 

how to access the data, provide resources available 

through AWLW and AOOS, and to have conversations 

about water level work and other potential AOOS 

observing activities in these communities. JOA will 

install the water level sensors that AOOS purchased, 

and the data will be available on the AWLW Data 

Portal.  

 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network 

●​ Thomas travelled to Chile to attend the International Conference on Harmful Algae. This conference 

takes place every 2 years and is attended by researchers and managers that work on harmful algal 

blooms across the globe. Thomas presented AOOS’ work on Imaging FlowCytobots, participated in a 

panel discussion on IFCBs, and chaired a session on in situ monitoring and remote observing systems. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ Darcy continues to track science and engagement on mCDR, hold weekly meetings on the CLaM project, 

and run a mCDR journal club. The OA Network now has a mCDR webpage, and the CLaM project will be 

hosting community conversations on mCDR in Kodiak and Cordova next month.  

●​ Darcy traveled to Seward to participate in a knowledge sharing session with Qutekcak Tribe Elders, meet 

with colleagues from Alutiiq Pride and UAF, and tour R/V Sikuliaq.  

 

Northeast Pacific ACoustic Telemetry (N-PAcT) node 

●​ During the first week of October, Thomas travelled 

to King Cove with collaborators from NOAA and the 

Aleutians East Borough to prepare for the 

deployment of acoustic telemetry equipment in 

Unimak Pass. Using a chartered pot-fishing vessel, 

Thomas and the team deployed 6 acoustic receivers 

and 30 stationary transmitters at 3 stations across 

Unimak Pass as a pilot study to look at the 

feasibility of deploying a full array of fish tracking 

acoustic equipment in the pass. The team also 

tagged 20 Pacific cod with acoustic and satellite 

 

https://icha2025.org/
https://aoan.aoos.org/mcdr-clam/
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telemetry tags. The receivers will be retrieved in 2026 and the data will be downloaded to determine 

how the receivers performed over the winter. 

 

PROJECTS 

Backyard Buoys  

●​ All of the 2025 buoys deployed by AEWC have now been retrieved. The final count: 1 Gambell, 1 

Savoonga, 2 Point Hope, 2 Wainwright, 6 Utqiagvik, and 3 Kaktovik.  

●​ Sheyna and Martin Edwardsen (AEWC Buoy Coordinator) hosted a session at the AEWC meeting on 

October 20 in Anchorage to discuss the plans for the 2026 season.  

●​ The “Friends of Backyard Buoys” option was very successful this year. This option allows for Sofar Spotter 

wave buoys not funded through the Backyard Buoys program to add the wave buoys to the app. Over 20 

other buoys were visible on the app this season, adding to the ability of ocean users to make safe 

decisions! 

DATA 

Alaska Water Level Watch (AWLW) 
●​ During the ex-Typhoon Halong storm surge, AWLW participated in the Typhoon Halong Post-Storm Data 

Collection group, providing information on installed assets, communicating with partners on the status 

of assets during the storm, and compiling recorded water levels. 

●​  Additionally, AWLW developed several data views within the AWLW portal to improve access to the 

relevant water level and webcam information available from the AOOS portals. The data views linked 

below, along with the additional views made to compare observed versus predicted water levels, were 

shared on social media, on the portal, and via direct communication with partners.  

○​ YK Delta Water Level and Webcams 

○​ Western Alaska Water Level and Webcams 

 

EDUCATION 
●​ We continue to develop Backyard Buoy Education programming. Specifically, we are finalizing an activity 

book for middle schoolers and a buoy-specific Pocketlab sensor lesson that will be available to anyone 

who uses their learning platform.  

●​ In October, we put out a call to AOOS PIs to see who is interested in having an AOOS-sponsored intern as 

part of the ANSEP University Success program. We will be able to fund 2 interns in 2026.  

 

AOOS IN THE NEWS 
●​ Lisa was quoted in this Sierra Club article about how the loss of the Arctic Research Consortium of the 

United States leaves an uncertain future for science in the Far North. 

●​ Alice and her photographs were featured in a UAF story about Ex-typhoon Halong unearthing Yup’ik 

artifacts in Quinhagak. The story also appeared in the Anchorage Daily News and on KVAK Radio.  

 
 

 

https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org/#default-data/5
https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org/#default-data/1
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/end-era-arctic-research
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/end-era-arctic-research
https://www.uaf.edu/news/faces-on-a-beach-in-southwest-alaska.php
https://www.uaf.edu/news/faces-on-a-beach-in-southwest-alaska.php
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/science/2025/10/31/in-the-aftermath-of-typhoon-halong-faces-reveal-themselves-on-a-beach-in-southwest-alaska/
https://www.kvakradio.com/2025/10/31/faces-on-a-beach-in-southwest-alaska/
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ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Engagement # of people 
mCDR Journal Club Facilitated monthly meeting  10 

Senator Murkowski’s office  Organized conversation about mCDR legislation 
with staffer Alyson Lowell and interested Alaskans  

12 

Petersburg Science Series Community event presentation on the importance 
of water level observing in Alaska, the AWLW water 
level activities and the planned Petersburg water 
level installation -  October 8, 2025 

25 

Hoonah Indian Association (HIA) Meeting with the HIA Environmental team in office 
to discuss observing opportunities with AOOS and 
to introduce the AWLW data portal and other 
AOOS data resources - October 7, 2025 

5 

Hoonah Public Presentation at the 
Hoonah water level station 

Public gathering at the planned site for the Hoonah 
AWLW water level station - October 6, 2025 

10 
 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting of the AHAB Network 32 
International Conference on Harmful 
Algae 

Presentation at a scientific conference on AOOS’ 
work with IFCBs in Alaska 

100 

Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission  Sheyna presented during the Executive Session 
regarding the Backyard Buoys project 

45 

IARPC Data and Technology Teams 
Joint Listening Session on the Arctic 
Research Plan 

Lisa co-lead for tech team/meeting organizer 15 

AOOS 21st Anniversary Celebration AOOS hosted a celebratory evening with speeches, 
a slideshow, and a variety of AOOS-related guest 
speakers. It was a chance to engage with numerous 
AOOS PI’s and partners.  

75 

​
Sheyna Wisdom, Molly McCammon, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, ​
Alice Bailey, Lisa Sheffield-Guy, Taylor Borgfeldt, and our data team at Tetra Tech.  
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