
 

November 2025 
 

 
Sheyna and Alice toured the Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL) Permafrost Tunnel and the UAF 

Oceans Lab.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
●​ Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee: Sheyna participated in the Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee 

meeting in Fairbanks November 12-13. Alaska Sea Grant arranged a special tour of the Cold Regions 

Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL) Permafrost Tunnel, so Alice was able to join in this 

spectacular tour that is not available to the public. While visiting the UAF campus, Sheyna was also able 

to meet with the CFOS oceanography lab and partners at the International Arctic Research Center.   

●​ Holidays: AOOS closed our doors for the Thanksgiving holiday to allow staff to spend time with family, 

friends, and furbabies. And, of course, to enjoy great food!  Even though we’ve experienced one of the 

most challenging years we’ve had so far, we are thankful to have a job, to be making positive 

contributions to Alaska’s ocean users, and to work with amazing partners! To make sure our staff gets a 

similar break in December, our office will be closed December 22-26.  

 

IOOS 
●​ IOOS Program Office staff were on furlough during the government shutdown. Contractors for IOOS 

were able to make progress on environmental compliance reviews, for which we are very grateful! As 

soon as the government re-opened, the Program Office staff immediately jumped back into working on 

our next IOOS 5-year call for proposals through the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Thank 

you!!! 

 

https://www.erdc.usace.army.mil/CRREL/Permafrost-Tunnel-Research-Facility/


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

●​ FY21-26 Agreement: We submitted the work plan for Year 5 funds for our core cooperative agreement. 

Now that we have approval from IOOS, we will be issuing Year 5 funds to our partners. We are also 

working on the request for a No Cost Extension, as these funds expire June 30, 2026.  

●​ FY26-31 Agreement: We are still waiting for the call for our next 5-year proposal, which typically would 

have been released earlier this summer. In the meantime, we are putting together the proposal with our 

partners from the current agreement.  

 

NETWORKS 
Alaska Water Level Watch 

●​ Two new AWLW water level stations were installed 

in Hoonah and Petersburg. JOA Surveys, LLC staff 

Julia Mickley and Peter Oswald led the work on the 

ground. These additions strengthen water level 

coverage in key Southeast Alaska locations, and data 

from both stations are now live on the AWLW 

Portal. 

○​ Hoonah water level station 

○​ Petersburg water level station 

●​ AOOS and AWLW partner JOA Surveys, LLC recently 

installed a Divirod GNSS satellite receiver at the 

Whittier AMHS Ferry Dock. AOOS will track data 

output to assess performance in Alaska conditions 

and to evaluate data against a collocated AWLW radar water level station.  

●​ Photo: JOA Surveys, LLC staff installing the Divirod water level sensor in Whittier.  

 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network (AHAB) 

●​ Data from AOOS’ Imaging FlowCytobots 

(IFCBs) is now easily findable on the 

Alaska HAB Data Portal. This data layer 

shows locations where the IFCBs have 

been deployed, and link up to the WHOI 

dashboards that present all of the images 

from the IFCB.  (See image) 

●​ Details from the HAB events of 2025 can 

be found on the AHAB Network’s HAB 

Alert page. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ Several projects on mCDR (marine carbon dioxide) continue to move forward. Darcy is working with local 

partners in Cordova and Kodiak to prepare for community workshops in December. She is also part of a 

team developing guidance memos for mCDR practitioners based on roundtables with U.S. fishermen. 

 

https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org/#metadata/138070/station/info
https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org/#metadata/138069/station/info
https://www.divirod.com/
https://ahab.portal.aoos.org/
https://ahab.aoos.org/hab-alerts/
https://ahab.aoos.org/hab-alerts/


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

This month, the Alaska mCDR journal club met with a research team planning an ocean iron fertilization 

field experiment in the North Pacific to learn more about the project and ask questions.  

●​ Darcy started the Compass mCDR Communication Leadership program with a 2-day virtual workshop.  

 

Northeast Pacific Acoustic Telemetry Node (N-PAcT) 

●​ The Data Policy and User Agreement is now available to be signed by prospective N-PAcT members 

(https://npact.aoos.org/data-center/). This User Agreement lays out the requirements for joining the 

N-PAcT node and needs to be signed by researchers before their data can be added to the database. 

Cross-matching of tag detections will allow researchers to efficiently get data from their tags that were 

detected on receivers owned by other researchers.  

 

PROJECTS 

SAFE Arctic Workshop 

●​ Sheyna participated in the SAFE Arctic Workshop on November 17 hosted by the University of New 

Hampshire Coastal Response Research Center and Northwest Planning LLC with funding by ADAC-Arctic. 

This workshop is an ongoing effort to plan for incident response in the Bering Strait region.  

 

Hilcorp Alaska Milne Point Response Exercise 

●​ Sheyna participated in the Hilcorp Alaska Milne Point Response Exercise on November 20. Her role is in 

Exercise Control, ensuring the response team is provided with realistic scenarios. 

 
Backyard Buoys 

●​ Resources: With the completion of the National Science Foundation (NSF) grant at the end of November, 

the team has been working hard to get the final resources on the website. Recent additions include: 

Activity Book, Marshall Islands Video, and Pacific Northwest Video. 

●​ Sheyna and Martin Edwardsen, AEWC Buoy Program Coordinator, presented at the AEWC meeting in 

October and hosted an end-of-season village facilitator debrief in November. The team is putting 

together supply orders for the 2026 season. 

●​ AOOS and Nalaquq will host an end of season debrief in early December.  

●​ Weston Solutions were working on the end of season summaries for the various permits and will be 

submitting in December.  

 

Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook (SIWO) 

●​ Lisa and Marcus Barr, Lead Observer for SIWO in Brevig Mission, attended the Exchange for Local 

Observations and Knowledge of the Arctic (ELOKA) Annual Meeting in Victoria, BC, from November 

13–15. 

●​ Two AOOS-supported programs—the Alaska Arctic Observatory and Knowledge Hub (AAOKH) and 

SIWO—joined community-led groups from Canada, Greenland, and Finland at this year’s gathering. 

Marcus spoke on a panel titled, Advancing Community-led Observing in a Changing Arctic Landscape, 

which explored effective practices for sharing and stewarding observations.  

 

 

https://www.compassscicomm.org/compass-mcdr-communication-leaders/
https://npact.aoos.org/data-center/
https://crrc.unh.edu
https://www.nwplanning.net/
https://adacarctic.com/
https://backyardbuoys.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/byb_activity_book.pdf
https://backyardbuoys.org/resource/backyard-buoys-republic-of-the-marshall-islands/
https://backyardbuoys.org/resource/backyard-buoys-pacific-northwest/
https://eloka.nsidc.org/eloka
https://aoos.org/project/alaska-arctic-observatory-and-knowledge-hub-aaokh/


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

Cook Inlet High Frequency Radars  

●​ AOOS has two new oceanographic high-frequency radars (HFRs) operating along the eastern shores of 

Cook Inlet.  The HFRs map real-time (hourly) surface currents over a large portion of the central Cook 

Inlet region, an area that is critical to Alaska's commercial shipping industry, fishing, and oil and gas 

activities.  HFR surface current velocity maps for Cook Inlet are now available on HFRNet, the data portal 

for the NOAA IOOS HF-Radar National Network. 

●​ The HFR siting and installation was performed by the UAF College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences with 

assistance from the Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council (CIRCAC). Funding for this project 

comes from the AOOS core program as well as supplemental funding from CIRCAC and in-kind support 

from Hilcorp Alaska, LLC. 

DATA 
Alaska Water Level Watch 

●​ The real-time data for the newly installed 

water level stations in Hoonah and 

Petersburg are now available on the AWLW 

and AOOS Ocean Data Explorer Data 

Portals! See Networks section above for 

the links.  

 

High Frequency Radar (HFR) 

●​ HFR surface current velocity maps for Cook 

Inlet are now available on HFRNet, the 

data portal for the NOAA IOOS HF-Radar 

National Network.  

●​ Image: Visualized Cook Inlet HFR surface 

current map from 04 December 2025 at midnight. 

AOOS IN THE NEWS 
●​ Darcy Dugan and other AOOS partners contributed to an opinion editorial in the Alaska Beacon on why 

Alaska’s coastal communities deserve a say in the geoengineering of our oceans. 

●​ AOOS’s Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network is mentioned in an article by the National Centers for 

Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS) regarding the response to a multispecies mortality event in St. George 

Island, Alaska. 

●​ NCCOS mentions the Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network in an article about NOAA supporting sampling 

for paralytic shellfish poisoning in Kachemak Bay.  

ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people 

Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee Sheyna is Vice Chair 20 

SAFE Arctic Workshop hosted by 

ADAC-Arctic 

Sheyna attended and gave overview of AOOS 

Data Portal 

20 

 

https://hfradar.ioos.us/hfrnet/
https://hfradar.ioos.us/hfrnet/
https://alaskabeacon.com/2025/11/06/alaskas-coastal-communities-deserve-a-say-in-geoengineering-of-our-oceans/
https://alaskabeacon.com/2025/11/06/alaskas-coastal-communities-deserve-a-say-in-geoengineering-of-our-oceans/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/nccos-assists-response-to-multispecies-mortality-event-in-st-george-island-alaska/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/nccos-assists-response-to-multispecies-mortality-event-in-st-george-island-alaska/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/noaa-supports-paralytic-shellfish-poisoning-toxin-sampling-in-kachemak-bay/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/noaa-supports-paralytic-shellfish-poisoning-toxin-sampling-in-kachemak-bay/


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

Backyard Buoys End of Season Debrief Facilitated by AEWC 6 

Alaska Marine Policy Forum Facilitated by Alaska Sea Grant/co-hosted by 

AOOS 

47 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting of network members 33 

Salmon Knowledge Portal Workshop Presentation on AOOS Portal 50 

Alaska Marine Policy Forum Summary of summer 2025 HAB events 50 

mCDR Journal Club Darcy facilitated monthly meeting  10 

​
Sheyna Wisdom, Molly McCammon, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, ​
Alice Bailey, Lisa Sheffield Guy, Taylor Borgfeldt and our data team at Tetra Tech. 
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