OOS MONTHLY yppATE

March 2026

Steve White, Senator Lisa Murkowski, Sheyna, Thomas, and Kristen Yarincik in Washington, D.C.

HIGHLIGHTS

100S Spring Meeting & Congressional visits
e Steve White (AOOS Board Chair), Sheyna, and Thomas attended the 100S Spring meeting March 17-18
and visited with our Congressional delegation. Alaska is very lucky to only have three visits while many of
our Regional Association colleagues have over 10 a day! We also have an incredibly supportive
delegation and staff. It was great to see everyone in person - it was a different feeling from last year
when we weren’t sure if we would still be here.

Upcoming Spring Board Meeting
® Our Board meeting will be held Thursday April 23 at the AOOS Office. We look forward to seeing
everyone.

100S

100S FY26-31 Proposal
e This month has been proposal, proposal, proposal. We were very excited to finally receive the Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) from IOOS in February - but now we are working hard to submit it by early
April (less than 60-day turnaround).



Reporting
e Semi-annual progress and financial reports are due at the end of April, so we are also working on
compiling all the information.

NETWORKS

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network

e |n addition to the monthly AHAB Network meeting, Thomas conducted several HAB outreach events in
March, including: presenting on HABs at the Virtual Alaska Weather Symposium, presenting a poster and
participating at the Alaska Mariculture Conference, running a session along with Rosie Masui (KBNERR)
at the Alaska Tribal Conference on Environmental Management, and presenting about HAB perception in
Alaska at the CyanoSymposium.

e Thomas also participated in a 2-day virtual workshop to establish shared data management standards
within the National HAB Observing Network that allow researchers and managers to integrate and use
data from different imaging instrumentation, platforms, and projects.

® Along with Lisa and Taylor, Thomas conducted interviews for an Alaska Sea Grant Fellow to join AOOS by
the end of 2025 for a 1-year fellowship. The fellowship will be primarily focused on HABs and the
Imaging FlowCytobot, but may also help with other data management and outreach needs at AOOS.

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network

® The Alaska Ocean Acidification science community met on March 30 for short

presentations/updates from around the network. Thirteen researchers/lab T ———
groups gave briefings on their latest activities, findings, and plans to help
identify areas for collaboration. OA Network researchers are also working
with the St. Paul crab mariculture project to see how OA data or monitoring
could support the initiative. And a Burke-o-Lator technical workshop was ==
held at the Alutiig Pride Marine Institute in Seward March 23-25 led by I W
Natalie Monacci and funded by AOOS. Pshernidh s Co ProdiReortigormaton

in an mCDR Conl

e Darcy and collaborators reported on a project called “Defining Fisheries

Sensitive mCDR” during a webinar and produced a set of guidance memos RODA {@

based on 17 roundtables with fishermen across the U.S on marine carbon

dioxide removal. Darcy also joined an advisory group on “Management of
mCDR” led by Global Ocean Health.

Northeast Pacific ACoustic Telemetry (N-PAcT) node
e Preparation for deployments of acoustic receivers continued, with five receivers being sent for inclusion
on upcoming mooring maintenance cruises in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea. These receivers will
be deployed on existing oceanographic moorings to detect acoustically tagged fish and crabs for the next
year.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6Fy2d155Co
https://rodafisheries.org/portfolio/mcdr/?mc_cid=205e02563a&mc_eid=UNIQID

PROJECTS
Backyard Buoys

e We are working on getting all the permits in place for the 2026 season.

Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook (SIWO)

® The 2026 SIWO season began Friday, April
3rd for communities with open water.

Hunting is underway for the communities of

Savoonga and Gambell on St. Lawrence

Island.

e View the updates on our website or follow

along with the discussion of weather, sea ice,
and hunting conditions on Facebook

@seaiceforwalrus.

AOOS IN THE NEWS

e Darcy contributed to a blog piece about mCDR at the Ocean Sciences Meeting.

ENGAGEMENT METRICS

Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people

Alaska Marine Policy Forum Co-hosted bi-monthly forum 50

Alaska OA Network researchers Hosted round robin update session 25

mCDR Journal Club Hosted monthly discussion 10

Defining Fisheries Sensitive mCDR Co-organized and presented webinar 85

IARPC Collaborations Co-hosted Tech Team’s Local and 15
Community-based Field Support webinar

I00S Spring Meeting I00S Program Office, Regional Association Staff, 50
Invited Partners

Congressional delegation outreach Staffers of Alaska Delegation in DC 8

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting 42

Virtual Alaska Weather Symposium Underwater Storms: How HABs form and their 150
impacts on Alaska’s Oceans

Alaska Mariculture Conference Poster presentation, AOOS booth, and 200
attendance to the Alaska Mariculture Alliance

Alaska Tribal Conference on Presented and took part in a panel discussion on 26

Environmental Management HAB impacts in Alaska

CyanoSymposium Presentation on the perception of HABs in Alaska 260

Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield

Guy.



https://aoos.org/networks/sea-ice-for-walrus-outlook/
https://www.fisheryfriendlyclimateaction.org/blog/mcdr-ocean-sciences-meeting
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