
 
 

February 2026 
 

 
AOOS staff hosted a booth and participated in sessions at the Alaska Forum. Pictured here are Alice and Taylor.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
●​ IOOS Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for FY26-31 finally published!! We’ve been waiting for this 

NOFO for over 8 months and, frankly, were pretty concerned about not having a contract mechanism to 

receive FY26 funds! We are now working on the proposal that is due April 13.  

●​ AOOS fiscal transition: We continue to make progress on AOOS forming as a stand-alone entity. We have 

confirmed an Employer Identification Number, Unique Entity Identification, State of Alaska business, and 

IRS tax-exempt status. The Alaska SeaLife Center will continue to act as AOOS’ fiscal sponsor while we 

continue to establish processes and infrastructure.   

 

IOOS 
●​ Reporting: We are working on the closeout reporting for the first round of Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

(BIL), as well as working on the semi-annual progress and financial reporting due for many of the NOAA 

awards in the next month. 

●​ Environmental Compliance: We are working on ensuring AOOS-funded programs are meeting IOOS 

environmental compliance. We have contracted with Weston Solutions, a local environmental consulting 

firm, to assist with this task. 

 



A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

●​ IOOS Spring meeting & Congressional outreach: We are prepping for the upcoming IOOS spring meeting 

held in Washington, DC the week of March 16. Sheyna and Thomas will be joined by our Board Chair, 

Steve White of Marine Exchange of Alaska (MXAK). During this week, we will meet with the Alaska 

Congressional delegation.    

 

NETWORKS 
Alaska Water Level Watch 

●​ Taylor Borgfeldt (AOOS) co-presented at the Alaska Forum alongside Katie Baldwin Basile (Sea Grant), 

Harper Baldwin (NOAA OCM), and Nora Nieminski (DGGS). The session provided both in-person and 

virtual participants with an overview and live demonstration of the AWLW Portal, the NOAA Sea Level 

Rise Viewer, and DGGS’s AK-FIT tools. Presenters offered situational context for how water level and 

flood data can support community planning and decision-making. Participants were guided through 

real-world scenarios, gaining hands-on experience navigating the tools, comparing their applications, 

and understanding the distinct use cases of each platform. Once available, AOOS will share the 

recording.  

●​ Kotzebue station is live on AWLW Portal. The station is owned by AK DNR ACORN and JOA Surveys, LLC 

operates and publishes the data to the AWLW Portal.  

 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network 

●​ Thomas has been working on the deployment schedule for the three AOOS Imaging Flow Cytobots 

during the summer 2026. The first deployments will start in April at the Prince William Sound Science 

Center and the Kasitsna Bay Labs, and in May on the R/V Sally Ride. 

●​ Thomas and Rosie conducted interviews for the ANSEP internship program and have selected Elenor 

Whitney from Bethel to be the first Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network intern. Elenor will be working 

this summer with Rosie in Homer to collect and analyze phytoplankton samples, to collect marine animal 

samples for toxin testing and to help with the outreach and engagement on HABs. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ Darcy and colleagues from Kodiak, Cordova, and UAF held 

a session at the Alaska Forum on marine carbon dioxide 

removal (mCDR) as part of the CLaM project. (Team photo 

at right). 

●​ Darcy traveled to Glasgow, Scotland, for a Compass 

communications workshop on mCDR with a cohort of 40 

international participants. Then she attended the Ocean 

Science meeting where there were over 60 presentations 

on mCDR as well as panels and town halls. This was an up 

close look at a quickly moving field where scientists are 

trying to answer (1) are any of the mCDR approaches 

effective, and (2) are they safe.  

 

 

 

https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org/
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/slr.html
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/slr.html
https://maps.dggs.alaska.gov/akfit/
https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org/#metadata/138267/station/data
https://aoan.aoos.org/marine-carbon-dioxide-removal/community-leaders-and-mcdr-clam-project/


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

Northeast Pacific ACoustic Telemetry (N-PACT) node 

●​ Thomas has been working with partners around the state to plan deployments of acoustic telemetry 

receivers on existing moorings in Alaska. These receivers will detect acoustic transmitters deployed on 

fish and crabs, and the data will be submitted to the N-PAcT database. 

 

PROJECTS 

●​ Community Participant Support: In our Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) funding, we included funds for 

“community participant support” to provide opportunities for community members to attend coastal 

and ocean-related meetings to ensure the right people are at the table. This month, we supported three 

members to attend key meetings:  1) Stansislaus Sheppard from Mountain Village attended the North 

Pacific Fisheries Management Council meeting; 2) Marvin Okitkun from Kotlik attended the Alaska Board 

of Fisheries meeting; and 3) John Andrew from Kwethluk attended the Alaska Board of Fisheries 

meeting.  

●​ EVOSTC Data Management Program: Since 2017, Carol Janzen has been the PI for the Exxon Valdez Oil 

Spill Trustees Council (EVOSTC) Data Management Program with Tetra Tech. This program currently 

manages data for EVOSTC funded observing projects including the Gulf Watch of Alaska Long-Term 

Research and Monitoring (GWA-LTRM) Program, the EVOSTC-funded Non-Program Projects, and data 

producing project components associated the Mariculture Research and Restoration Consortium (Mar 

ReCon). AOOS and Tetra Tech submitted the 2025 Annual Data Management Program Report to the 

EVOSTC February 27, 2026. The EVOSTC Data Management Program page on the EVOSTC website 

provides information on the program and access to prior year workplans and reports. 

 

DATA 
●​ Taylor presented an ‘Introduction to the AOOS Ocean Data Explorer’ at the ACCAP webinar. The session 

was recorded and is available on the AOOS YouTube channel.  

●​ Thomas presented ‘The AOOS Ocean Data Explorer: Introduction for Fisheries Research’ as part of the 

CFOS Fisheries Seminar series, which can be viewed at this link.  

 

EDUCATION 
●​ Sheyna was a guest speaker in the marine biology and natural resource classes at Dimond High School 

for Ms. Catherine Walker. She presented information on careers in marine science and highlighted 

sounds of marine mammals. Gray whale flatulence is always a favorite! 

 

AOOS IN THE NEWS 
●​ Alaska Native News and NOAA Fisheries ran a press release about how northern fur seal deaths on St. 

George Island are linked to harmful algal blooms.  

●​ National Fisherman published an article about HABs and climate change research updates that were 

presented at the Alaska Marine Science Symposium in January 2026.  
 

 

 

https://evostc.state.ak.us/restoration-projects/project-search/data-management-program-26120113/
https://uaf-accap.org/event/aoos-data-explorer/
https://youtu.be/0gwi_LQrLNY
https://alaska.zoom.us/rec/play/6U8gLGdwsBHnDIZOT050t-VoE2Pricaj_OAvAHbRL2uCR4dbg6LE8oYEdUaBUC1goRAXOwl-mo65yfMz.0I19oEGRXHW-X59B?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&pwd=DNIJGhW0cEWatyoC-QAAIAAAAGKSF_M8kCgRTN55bD-FBuMEHAO_qINEx3eUckXSnz6MzS4TY97a0-2tJkQKCstxgzAwMDAwNA&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Falaska.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F1W4wrGsPFU0cj9JOypq3nEyIkdbLiTECrsTwovhYZb_YCH9eIwqSFN3Q6m08sdrJ.O9fTRB9K8RwkKApT%3Fpwd%3DDNIJGhW0cEWatyoC-QAAIAAAAGKSF_M8kCgRTN55bD-FBuMEHAO_qINEx3eUckXSnz6MzS4TY97a0-2tJkQKCstxgzAwMDAwNA
https://alaska-native-news.com/northern-fur-seal-deaths-on-st-george-island-linked-to-harmful-algal-bloom/82776/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/northern-fur-seal-deaths-st-george-island-alaska-linked-harmful-algal-bloom
https://www.nationalfisherman.com/hab-climate-change-research-updates-presented-at-amss-2026


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people 
Alaska Forum Taylor and partners facilitated hands-on 

demonstrations of online water level and coastal 
hazard assessment tools  

50 

Alaska Forum Darcy and partners facilitated an mCDR session 
with presentations and breakouts 

30 

Alaska Forum Thomas organized and participated in workshop 
on HAB communication and messaging 

25 

ACCAP Monthly webinar. Taylor presented a webinar 
demo of the Ocean Data Explorer 

86 

UAF Fisheries Seminar Thomas presented the Ocean Data Explorer and 
demonstrated its uses for fisheries research 

50 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting 42 
​
Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield 
Guy.  
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