
 
 

August 2026 
 

 
Holly, Miles (Lisa’s son), and Lisa participated in the annual Barrow Arctic Research Center (BARC) Science Fair in 

Utqiaġvik, where Lisa also celebrated her 50th birthday:). 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
New Finance Manager: We are excited to announce that we have hired a new Finance Manager after a lengthy 

selection process! We will share information on our new employee in next month’s update.   

 

VIP visits: Our VIP visits continued this month. We hosted Neil Jacobs, the NOAA Administrator and 

Undersecretary of the Department of Commerce, along with the Alaska NOAA Regional Team at the AOOS 

conference room. Matt Robinson and Kate Fitzgerald from Senator Lisa Murkowski’s office also paid a visit. Last 

month, AOOS met with Tom Dans, the new US Arctic Research Commission Chair.  

 

IOOS 
We have been preparing to receive Year 1 of our new five-year cooperative agreement from IOOS, anticipated to 

be sometime in September. Once we receive the award and the confirmed amount for Year 1, we are required to 

submit a work plan along with updated budget documents. Then we can get the funds out to our PIs! 

 



A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

 

NETWORKS 
Alaska Water Level Watch 

●​ Reconnaissance and planning for additional real-time water level and VDatum installation sites are 

underway, with several new stations anticipated to be deployed in fall 2026. 

 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network 

●​ In August, Thomas retrieved one Imaging FlowCytobot that was on the F/V Northwest Explorer. The time 

series for this deployment can be found here: 

https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=NWexplorer2026).  

●​ Thomas redeployed another IFCB on the R/V Sikuliaq in Seattle, then the vessel then transited from 

Seattle to Nome. The IFCB sampled continuously throughout the voyage and provided an excellent data 

series:  (https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=Sikuliaq2026).  

●​ While transiting the Bering Sea, the IFCB on R/V Sikuliaq detected an Alexandrium bloom about 70 miles 

east of the Pribilof Islands. This is the same area in which IFCBs detected an Alexandrium bloom in 2024 

and 2025, and in both of those years, a mortality event of northern fur seals, fish and birds were 

detected on the Pribilof Islands. A HAB advisory was sent to the regional community partners and state 

agencies, to let them know about the bloom and explain the potential impacts to wildlife and humans. 

 

Screenshot of the IFCB dashboard showing about 30 Alexandrium cells, equating to a  
cell density of about 7,500 cells/L. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ The network submitted a new work plan to NOAA’s Ocean Acidification Program for FY27-29 that 

includes Arctic OA outreach materials, coordination around marine carbon dioxide removal (mCDR) and 

exploring options for fishermen to collect OA data.  

●​ Linda Behnken, the director of the Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association, joined the Alaska OA 

Network executive committee. Linda has already begun to contribute to conversations on OA 

engagement with fishermen.  

 

 

https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=NWexplorer2026
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=Sikuliaq2026


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

PROJECTS 

Backyard Buoys  

More buoys were deployed across the Arctic this month including near Point Hope and Wainwright. Buoys that 

were not funded by AOOS, called “Friends of Backyard Buoys,” were also added to the app by the Department of 

Navy near Point Lay and ConocoPhillips near Oliktok. Persistent sea ice kept buoys from being deployed near 

Utqiagvik and Kaktovik this month, but may still be deployed in September.  

 

EDUCATION 
BARC Science Fair: Holly and Lisa, along with Lisa's son Miles, participated in the annual Barrow Arctic Research 

Center (BARC) Science Fair in Utqiagvik 10–12 August. The fair brings together researchers to share their work 

with the community. AOOS shared about the importance of real-time wave buoy information and the Backyard 

Buoys program. 

 

Anchorage School District Gifted Mentorship: Darcy and Sheyna will be mentoring high school students from 

the Gifted Mentorship program. Darcy’s student, Ellowyn Lang, attends Eagle River High School and UAA Middle 

College and Sheyna’s student, Charlie Banning, attends Steller High School.  

 

ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people 
BARC Science Fair student visitors Student activity about waves and backyard buoys 60 

BARC Science Fair evening talk Presentation to community about BYB program, 
app, and access to information 

30 

mCDR Journal Club Facilitated monthly meeting with focus on mCDR 
and fisheries impacts  

12 

Alaska OA Network Executive 
Committee meeting  

Facilitated quarterly meeting  8 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Monthly meeting 33 
Kodiak Area Native Association 
workship 

Introduction to HABs during the KANA public 
health workshop 

30 

​
Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield 
Guy.  

 

https://www.asdk12.org/departments/academic-services/teaching-and-learning/gifted-mentorships
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