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LEFT: (Back row) Walter Galilia Sr. and Deja Jackson (ANSEP intern) (front)  Katie Basile (Alaska Sea Grant) and Alice 

Bailey. RIGHT: AOOS team cleaning up the ‘hood! 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
●​ We are so excited to announce that Taylor is stepping into the role of AOOS Data 

& Products Manager! While taking on these new responsibilities, Taylor will 

continue to lead the Alaska Water Level Watch (AWLW) and Coastal Hazards 

portfolio. We are incredibly excited to fill this position—but even more excited that 

it’s Taylor taking the helm. 

●​ AOOS team cleaned up at the ‘hood as part of the Anchorage Citywide Cleanup.  

●​ Arctic Science Exhibit at Anchorage Museum: AOOS programs are featured in an 

exhibit in a display that will be up for one year. Read more here: 

https://aoos.org/aoos-programs-featured-in-new-anchorage-museum-exhibit/  

●​ MXAK 25th Celebration: The Marine Exchange of Alaska (MXAK) celebrated their 

25th Anniversary on May 29, 2026 in Juneau. Special Honors were given to Captain 

Ed Page (ret. US Coast Guard), who founded the MXAK in 2001. Today, under the 

direction of Captain Steve White (who also serves as the AOOS Board Chair), the 

MXAK operates a 24/7 Maritime Operations Center and has built one of the most 

comprehensive vessel tracking, communications and maritime safety networks in 

the nation.  

 

https://aoos.org/aoos-programs-featured-in-new-anchorage-museum-exhibit/


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

●​ Bering Strait Waterways Safety Committee: Sheyna and Lisa virtually attended the scoping meeting, held 

in Nome on May 19. Sheyna will be on the steering committee.  

 

IOOS 
●​ No major IOOS activities this month! More to come next month! 

 

NETWORKS 
Alaska Water Level Watch 

●​ Historic Tidal Benchmark Website: AOOS recently launched a new resource 

featuring historic Alaskan tidal station benchmark sheets. The records provide 

valuable historical context for water level observations and support ongoing 

efforts to maintain and expand Alaska’s coastal water level infrastructure.  

○​ Historic bench mark site: 

https://awlw.aoos.org/historic-alaskan-tidal-station-bench-mark-sheets/ 

○​ Story on AOOS website: 

https://aoos.org/new-tool-provides-maps-of-tidal-benchmarks/ 
●​ Dillingham and Naknek Site Maintenance: Taylor and Mike Willis (JOA Surveys) 

hosted a virtual community presentation for Dillingham to share information 

about the local water level sensor and the data it provides. The presentation included an overview of 

data applications and a discussion of upcoming maintenance activities planned by JOA Surveys.  

●​ AWLW Network Expansion: AOOS continues to expand real-time water level instrumentation across 

Alaska through the Alaska Water Level Watch (AWLW) network. JOA Surveys has begun reconnaissance 

efforts for several additional installation locations, with new stations anticipated in late summer 2026.  

●​ Takoma Cove VDatum Installation: JOA Surveys recently completed a VDatum station installation at 

Takoma Cove as part of a NOAA-funded project coordinated by AOOS to expand Alaska’s VDatum 

network. Developed by NOAA’s National Ocean Service, VDatum is a free tool that converts elevation 

data into a common vertical reference system, improving the accuracy and consistency of water level and 

geospatial information. 

 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network 

●​ Thomas finalized the deployment schedule for AOOS’ three Imaging FlowCytobots 

this summer. Learn more about our IFCBs (nicknamed C3P-Flow, Sir Scans-a-Lot, 

and Flow-Rida) and where they will be deployed: https://ahab.aoos.org/ifcb/  

●​ Sir Scans-a-Lot (IFCB#219) was deployed on the R/V Sally Ride for the UAF 

Northern GOA Spring Cruise from May 1 to May 20th. See the phytoplankton 

images from the cruise on this dashboard. 

●​ Thomas also deployed Flow-Rida (IFCB#236) on the F/V Northwest Explorer which 

is chartered for the NOAA Bottom Trawl survey in the Bering Sea. This is the first 

time AOOS has deployed an IFCB on a fishing vessel, and so far it seems to be 

working very well. The IFCB will remain on the vessel until at least July 27, 2026, 

and near real-time phytoplankton images are being uploaded to this dashboard. 

 

https://awlw.aoos.org/historic-alaskan-tidal-station-bench-mark-sheets/
https://aoos.org/new-tool-provides-maps-of-tidal-benchmarks/
https://ahab.aoos.org/ifcb/
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=sallyride0526
https://habon-ifcb.whoi.edu/timeline?dataset=NWexplorer2026


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

●​ During the AHAB monthly meeting in May, Drs. Kathi Lefebvre (NOAA NWFSC) and Sarah Schoen (USGS 

ASC) presented on the symptoms seen in marine mammals and seabirds from HAB toxins. The recording 

of that portion of the meeting is on the AHAB Youtube channel. 

●​ Thomas helped organize two workshops in May: the kick-off workshop for the CLAMS for HEALING 

project discussed the perceptions of HABs in tribal communities and the impact to subsistence 

harvesting, and the other was a training workshop in Nome to train communities of the Norton Sound 

Tribal HAB Network in microscopy and phytoplankton ID. 

 

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network  

●​ Darcy attended a 3-day NOAA Ocean Acidification Program PI 

meeting in College Park, Maryland and gave a presentation on 

the quest for actionable information in Alaska. While in the 

DC area, she also met with staffers from all 3 of Alaska’s 

congressional delegation offices to talk about ocean 

acidification and marine carbon dioxide removal (mCDR) 

●​ On the mCDR front, Darcy participated in a 2-day Compass 

communications workshop on ethical space and Indigenous 

knowledge, and also facilitated a discussion with the Alaska 

mCDR Journal Club on carbon credits with special guest Sophie Gill from the carbon registry Isometric.  

 

Northeast Pacific Acoustic Telemetry (N-PAcT) node 

●​ Thomas sent five acoustic receivers to be deployed on moorings in the Gulf of Alaska, Aleutian Islands 

and Bering Sea. Two of the receivers were deployed on the GAK-1 and GEO mooring during the Spring 

Cruise on the R/V Sally Ride. The other three receivers will be deployed during the EcoFOCI mooring 

cruise. 

●​ Thomas also helped organize a session at the Underwater Glider User Group meeting. The session was 

led by Hank Statscewich and discussed integrating acoustic telemetry into glider operations for enhanced 

biological insights. There is now an effort to develop a data flow for acoustic telemetry data to be 

integrated into the Glider Data Assembly Center to streamline and promote more acoustic telemetry 

data collection across the US. 

 

PROJECTS 

Backyard Buoys  

●​ Quinhagak:  

○​ Alice, Thilo Klenz (UAF), Deja Jackson (ANSEP intern), and Katie Basile 

(Alaska Sea Grant) traveled to Quinhagak while Nalaquq, LLC, deployed 

the first wave buoy of the season in Kuskokwim Bay. Two additional 

buoys have been deployed since. Photo: Patrick Jones deploys a buoy.  

○​ Alice, Katie, and Deja led an education evening with 22 youth from 

Quinhagak. Kids of all ages learned how to download and use the app, 

and make and measure different kinds of waves.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/@alaskaharmfulalgalbloomnet8639


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

○​ Thilo deployed two drifters that will help search and rescue better understand how ocean 

currents are changing.  

 

Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook (SIWO) 

●​ SIWO is now sharing reports from all seven 

participating communities with lots of hunting 

activities happening in the region. View the forecasts 

and hunter reports on our webpage or follow along on 

Facebook at YouTube @seaiceforwalrus. 

EDUCATION 
●​ AOOS onboarded two university students in the ANSEP program 

for summer internships. Deja Jackson will be working with Katie 

Basile (Alaska Sea Grant) in Bethel as an Youth Coastal Resilience 

and Science Communication intern. Elenore Whitney will be 

working in  Homer with Rosie Masui at the Kachemak Bay 

National Estuarine Reserve supporting HABs research.  

●​ During the last week of May, Deja Jackson helped Alice and Katie 

with an educational evening in Quinhagak coinciding with the first 

wave buoy deployment of the season. She also helped document 

buoy and drifter deployments, and conducted interviews 

regarding buoys and boating safety.  

●​ The AOOS Education Committee is planning activities for Afognak Culture Camp in July and the BARC 

Science Fair in August.  
 

AOOS IN THE NEWS 
Thomas and the Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network were mentioned in this comprehensive Alaska Beacon 

article about HABs in the Northern Bering Sea.  

 

ENGAGEMENT METRICS 
Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people 
Cook Inlet Particle Tracking Tool 
Demonstration Stakeholder Workshop, 
May 27, 2026 

Virtual presentation and live demonstration of 
the particle tracking tool 

40 

mCDR Journal Club Darcy facilitated conversation on carbon credits 12 

IARPC Pre-Field Season Meeting Sheyna presented about Backyard Buoys 50 
Visits with staffers in all three AK 
Congressional offices 

Congressional hill visits in DC 3 

NOAA Ocean Acidification Program PI 
meeting 

Darcy presented on the Alaska OA Network and 
the quest for actionable information  

100 

Dillingham community Virtual joint presentation between AOOS and 
JOA Surveys to share information on their local 
water level sensor and its applications 

10 

 

https://aoos.org/networks/sea-ice-for-walrus-outlook/
https://alaskabeacon.com/2026/05/29/algal-toxins-emerge-as-a-new-concern-in-alaskas-northern-bering-sea/?fbclid=IwY2xjawSG0yhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEetu1IAa_lrs-gZlBMjMIZLUdBHqJ3NspKNH6_UbgJ7HxhMze95bJldQ3-qiE_aem_wGpPjFAZhr4wSAZyy1Bmdg


A O O S   M O N T H L Y   U P D A T E 

CLAMS for HEALING workshop Discussion on the perceptions of HABs in tribal 
communities and the impact to subsistence 
harvesting 

25 

Norton Sound Tribal HAB workshop Workshop to train communities of the Norton 

Sound Tribal HAB Network in microscopy and 

phytoplankton ID 

20 

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network Thomas facilitated monthly AHAB meeting 42 
Quinhagak youth Alice facilitated hands-on activities with youth of 

all ages in Quinhagak to coincide with buoy 
deployments.  

22 

Anchorage Museum opening AOOS staff attended the opening reception for a 
museum exhibit featuring AOOS programs.  

25 

Bering Strait Waterways Committee AOOS attended virtually, Sheyna gave 
background on former Arctic Safety Waterways 

40 

​
Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield 
Guy.  
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