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TOP: (Left) Carol and Holly at Arctic Encounter. (Right) Alice, Janet Clarke (Sitka Science Center), and Ali Chene (PaclOOS)
in Sitka. BOTTOM: (Left): Adrienne Canino (Tetra Tech), Thomas, Lynn-Marie Church (Nalaquq, LLC), Sheyna, and Steve
White (AOOS Board Chair/MXAK) led a panel discussion at Arctic Encounter. (Right): AOOS staff painted pottery as a
teambuilding activity.

HIGHLIGHTS

Spring Board meeting
e We hosted our spring Board meeting on April 23. We welcomed new Board members Cathy Coon from
NOAA, Christina Bonsell from BOEM, and Leslie Jones from the State of Alaska. Sheyna provided updates
on the ASLC fiscal administration and transition. AOOS staff also gave updates on our programs.
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Staff Retreat/Planning
o AOOS staff spent the day after the Board meeting in a mini-retreat. We spent the morning discussing our
staff organization and upcoming needs with the new 5-year award starting in the fall. We spent the
afternoon at Turnagain Ceramics as a fun teambuilding activity.

Arctic Encounter
® AOOS hosted a booth at the Arctic Encounter and were asked to put together a panel for a breakout
session. Steve White (MXAK), Lynn-Marie Church (Nalaqug), Adrienne Canino (Tetra Tech), Thomas, and
Sheyna discussed “What the Ocean is Saying: Collaborative Networks, Community Observers, and the
Science of Observing in the Arctic.” We had 30 participants and great conversation.

100S
Reporting
e April is a busy reporting time. We submitted the Federal Financial Reports (FFRs) for all the NOAA awards
as well as the Federal Progress Reports (FPRs) for the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) and Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) awards.

No Cost Extension
® We received the NCE approval for our FY21-26 core award through June 302, 2027.

100S Workshops
e Taylor attended the IRA Water Level Workshop in Denver, CO and Thomas attended the IRA Plankton
Workshop in San Diego, CA.

NETWORKS

Alaska Water Level Watch
® AOQOS partnered with the Alaska Department of Natural
Resources’ ACORN program to upgrade equipment at the
Utqgiagvik GNSS-IR station. This collaborative approach ensured
the station meets ACORN standards while avoiding duplication of
observation efforts. The data will be on the AWLW Portal once it
becomes available.

e Taylor participated in the first I00OS Water Level Workshop in
Denver, Colorado, serving both as a co-organizer and an active
contributor to several working groups. The workshop marked the
first in-person gathering of all I00S Regional Associations to
focus specifically on water level topics, with an emphasis on
coordination and standardization across the network. During the
event, Tetra Tech presented a draft metadata tool developed
through a cost-share partnership with SECOORA. The tool is
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intended for use by AOOS and SECOORA, with potential for
adaptation by other Regional Associations.

® AQOS is facilitating a NOAA contract with JOA Surveys to install
VDatum stations across the state to help establish the VDatum
network. The first AOOS-supported install occurred at the end of
April on Wingham Island. VDatum (Vertical Datum Transformation),
developed by NOAA’s National Ocean Service, is a free, publicly

available tool that allows users to convert elevation data from
multiple sources into a common reference system. Standardized
elevation data plays a critical role in ensuring accurate, usable water level information and enables
integration with national databases.

Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network

® Assummer approaches, and the waters around Alaska warm up, the likelihood of harmful algal blooms
increase. In preparation for any potential blooms of harmful phytoplankton species, Thomas led a
meeting of the HAB Event Response Coordination working group, which discussed communication and
logistics during potential HAB events this summer and updated the response contact sheet.

e Thomas also started deploying Imaging FlowCytobots (IFCBs) around Alaska. In April, Thomas traveled
down to Kachemack Bay and deployed an IFCB at the Kasitsna Bay lab. This IFCB will monitor the waters
around Kasitsna Bay until June when it will be deployed on a research cruise going up to Norton Sound.

Alaska Ocean Acidification Network
e The network brought together the ExOIS ocean fertilization

project team with Alaska OA researchers, UAF, and NOAA
Fisheries staff to learn about and provide input on a planned field
experiment in the North Pacific.

e Darcy traveled to Kodiak and Port Lions with Homer videographer
Bjorn Olson to collect footage for a short video series on
community sampling and OA. She also attended the ComFish
expo and met with funders from Carbon180 during part of an

Alaska site visit. Right: Darcy (far right) in Port Lions with Native
Village of Port Lions and Kodiak Area Native Association
colleagues.

PROJECTS

Backyard Buoys
e Alice taught 7th graders in Sitka about the Backyard Buoys program, Sofar wave buoys, and the app.
e The Native Village of Afognak has submitted permits and is preparing for their first buoy deployment this
summer.
e Nalaqug, LLC in Quinhagak is preparing to deploy three buoys again in Kuskokwim Bay in late May/early
June.


https://vdatum.noaa.gov/
https://oceaniron.org/
https://oceaniron.org/

e AEWC is preparing to deploy up to 13 buoys across the Arctic coast in July.

Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook (SIWO)

e Lisa attended (virtually) the Alaska Sea-Ice Prediction Workshop in Nome on 16—17 April. The workshop
engaged community members around short-term sea-ice forecasts, models, and tools. Lisa provided a
presentation on Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook forecasts and community observations.

® The SIWO observers have started sharing short videos of sea ice and weather conditions on our new
YouTube channel. We are excited to take advantage of better internet access in the Bering Strait region
this season - be sure to subscribe to our channel!

DATA

Southeast AK Troller CTD Project
e Southeast Alaska Troller CTD Project Data for 2022-2025 are now available for download on the AOOS
Data Portal and DataONE environmental data repository. This community observing project has
fishermen collecting monthly ocean profiles for temperature and salinity using RBR profiling CTDs at 12
locations across southeast Alaska as they transit to and from their fishing areas. Tyler Hennon (UAF
CFOS) started this project in 2022 and has been supported by AOOS since 2024. The goal of the time
series is to establish a record of environmental conditions across all seasons, identify and quantify

anomalous conditions, and determine mechanistic linkages between other variables (river runoff,
climate forcings) and oceanographic conditions in southeast Alaska. For more information, visit the

AQOQS website Southeast Alaska Troller CTD project page.

EDUCATION

Sitka
e Alice collaborated with Ali Chene from PaclOOS and the Sitka Science Center on 2 days of teaching
Blatchley Middle School 7th graders about waves, Sofar wave buoys, and the Backyard Buoys App. It was
a great experience and AOOS has been invited back to do more workshops and classroom activities with
high schoolers next year.

Quinhagak
e Alice is preparing activities for students in Quinhagak to coincide with buoy deployments in late May.

AOOS IN THE NEWS

KYUK featured the Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference (WAISC) that highlighted how better
science occurs with local knowledge. The event was organized by Katie Basile, who is the AOOS-funded Coastal
Resilience Specialist with Alaska Sea Grant.

Alaska Public Media ran a radio story about Yukon-Kuskokwim elders and community members sharing stories of

climate change at the WAISC conference (audio at 20:35).


https://www.youtube.com/@SeaIceforWalrus
https://www.youtube.com/@SeaIceforWalrus
https://portal.aoos.org/#metadata/e46c8d7d-28fc-4a79-abad-7c2d35b7d909/project
https://search.dataone.org/view/10.24431%2Frw1kai2
https://aoos.org/project/southeast-alaska-troller-ctd/
https://www.kyuk.org/science-and-environment/2026-04-13/bethel-conference-highlights-how-better-science-occurs-with-local-knowledge-at-the-table
https://alaskaseagrant.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fd9226401d03673dec1c12a3&id=f3d5a0153c&e=c130bd8c75

The Alaska Beacon wrote about HABs events in the Pribilof Islands over the last couple of year, and mentioned

Thomas and several AHAB members.

The Backyard Buoys website published a story about AOOS and PaclOOS sharing Backyard Buoys with students in

Alaska.
ENGAGEMENT METRICS

Audience Name Type of Presentation # of people

AOOS Board spring Board meeting Board meeting 28

ExOIS iron fertilization project intro Darcy organized and facilitated joint session and 42

and input session for OA, UAF and QRA

NOAA researchers

Port Lions community Darcy co-organized and presented during an 15
ocean acidification community meeting

Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Alice planned and facilitated the event and 160

Science Conference Thomas gave an oral presentation, poster, and
demonstration

ComFish Darcy attended the trade show in Kodiak. 150

|I00S Water Level Workshop Taylor was a co-organizer and presenter at the 30
first IOOS Water Level Workshop working with all
RAs and partners.

Arctic Encounter AOOS had a booth and Sheyna facilitate a panel 1,000

Alaska Mariculture Alliance Thomas presented about HABs in Alaska at this 10
webinar

Alaska Sea Ice Prediction Workshop Lisa presented attended both days of the 22
meeting

FWS Refuges Seminar Thomas presented about HABs in Alaska at this 15
webinar

IRA Topic Area 2 Phytoplankton Thomas presented, facilitated, and organized at 50

Workshop this workshop in San Diego

Blatchley Middle School 7th graders Alice taught about Backyard Buoys in a collab 60
with the Sitka Science Center and PaclOOS

Community meeting in Homer and Public outreach meetings on HABs in Kachemak 30

Seldovia

Bay in preparation for summer

Sheyna Wisdom, Carol Janzen, Holly Kent, Darcy Dugan, Thomas Farrugia, Alice Bailey, Taylor Borgfeldt, and Lisa Sheffield

Guy.



https://alaskabeacon.com/2026/03/26/as-waters-around-alaska-warm-algal-toxins-are-turning-up-in-new-places-in-the-food-web/
https://backyardbuoys.org/2026/04/30/aoos-and-pacioos-share-backyard-buoys-with-students-in-alaska/
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