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WHAT IS AOOS?
• Part of the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS)
• Governed through a Memorandum of Agreement
• Operates as non-governmental organization
• Members: state agencies, federal agencies, 

academic institutions, research facilities, industry, 
non-profits



Key Stakeholder Needs
Improve Safety of Marine Operations

Safety at sea

Search & rescue

Spill response & prevention

Offshore energy

Mitigate Coastal Hazards
Emergency response & coastal erosion

Sea level rise & flooding

Track Climate & Ecosystem Trends
Food security: subsistence, recreational & commercial 
fishing & hunting

Commercial fishing

Impacts of climate change

SOUND* (NEW)

Monitor Water Quality
Ocean acidification

Harmful algal blooms 

Invasive species

MARINE DEBRIS* (NEW) 
__________________________________________________________

Develop Data & Information Products to Support the Above
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What does AOOS do?

• Increase observing & forecasting capacity & fill gaps: 
support ADNR’s igages, color-coded community flood 
maps, wave buoys, weather stations on AIS

• Pilot alternative observing approaches: GNSS 
platforms to fill gaps in NWLON;; hydroball for 
nearshore bathymetry

• Facilitate working groups & networks; serve convener 
role: support AK Water Level Watch & coastal 
mapping strategist

• Host statewide data portal & regional data assembly 
center to increase access to existing coastal and 
ocean data: support new AWLW data portal for tiered 
data 

• Package information & data in useful ways to meet 
stakeholder needs: data views & QAQC of data
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Alaska Water Level Watch: Website, Portal & 
Buildout Plans 



Catalog
Search , metadata, & data download 

Map
Integrate & visualize data from many sources:
Grids, GIS, mobile sensors, platforms, products

Rapidly assimilate & compare 
different data streams

Data Views

AOOS Data Assembly Center & Ocean Data Explorer

Data Amount
• 2,300 data layers
• 1,500 sensors
• 35 parameters
• 20+ data sources
• 5 million obs/week



How you can contribute to the AOOS plan

• Contribute to AWLW buildout plan: 
https://aoos.org/alaska-water-level-watch/ or 
contact Jaci Overbeck at 
jacquelyn.overbeck@alaska.gov

• Submit ideas for the AOOS plan or contact Dr. Carol 
Janzen, AOOS Operations Director, directly at 
Janzen@aoos.org

• For more information, go to aoos.org website

https://aoos.org/alaska-water-level-watch/
mailto:Janzen@aoos.org


THANK YOU
Molly McCammon

www.aoos.org
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