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Data Management and Communications Committee

AOOS DMAC Teleconference

10:00 a.m. ADT Friday 27 August 2004

MINUTES

Particpants: Rob Bochenek, Allison Gaylord, Steve Gebert, Steve Hankin, Jim Jones, Igor Katrayev, Allen Macklin, Molly McCammon, Bern Megrey, Peter Olsson, Buck Sharpton.  (Unable to participate: Cleve Cowles, Leslie Oh, Scott Pegau)

The teleconference was called to order by Allen Macklin, AOOS DMAC Co-Chairman at 10:05 ADT.

1. Introduction of new members: Igor Katrayev, Jim Jones, Leslie Oh, Peter Olsson (also Alaska State Climatologist), Allison Gaylord, Scott Pegau

2. Status reports

a. IOOS DMAC – Steve Hankin

He presented a review of recent national DMAC activities (details not all included here). With the dissolution of the IOOS DMAC Steering Committee (oversaw the writing of the DMAC Plan available at http://dmac.ocean.us/dacsc/imp_plan.jsp), the development of IOOS DMAC is temporarily slowed down.  Hankin urged AOOS members to help press national DMAC forward by supporting and participating in a series of DMAC community workshops to be held beginning Fall of 2004.  He restated the choices that AOOS DMAC planners will be facing, either to adopt national DMAC strategies for regional data interoperability in whole or in part, or to develop its own regional solutions.  He emphasized that either approach was equally acceptable as long as the standards and protocols used by AOOS were interoperable with the national approach. Extensive metadata work has started through a consortium led by Stephanie Watson, MBARI. Steve will see if AOOS can share this information.  Because he could not remain in the teleconference, Hankin commented that the draft Terms of Reference written by the AOOS DMAC seemed very appropriate and urged sharing this document with other regions, if this has not already been done.
b. IOOS NFRA (National Federation of Regional Associations) - Molly McCammon

The First Annual IOOS Implementation Conference will be held in Washington D.C. next week – August 30 through September 1.  Molly and Nancy Bird of the Prince William Sound Science Center/Oil Spill Recovery Institute will represent AOOS at that meeting. The first two days are slated for representatives of the regional observing associations to meet with federal program managers to work out plans for IOOS DMAC activities, development of the regional associations and coastal observing systems, coordination between the coastal U.S. and global observing efforts, and four specific product areas:  sea ice; currents, winds and wave; nutrients; and essential habitat.  The third day is strictly for ocean.us staff and federal agency representatives.

The entire process is experimental in nature – but the important thing is establishing a commitment to regional input into the federal budget and prioritization process.  The actual details of that process will evolve over time.

Molly has been asked to facilitate the sea ice working group and has sought input from a number of experts at NOAA, UAF, and elsewhere.

Molly reported that the IOOS authorizing legislation is still languishing in the House, partially held up by election year politics and partially by sticker shock from the overall cost of the national program.

c. AOOS – Molly McCammon

AOOS has been working closely with the national groups to work out the details of the national program, including a provision for interim funding.  Some of the AOOS member organizations have asked Senator Stevens for assistance in funding AOOS for the next two years.  Molly also continues her education/outreach activities.  The response from most private entities has been overall interest and support, but no real willingness to actively participate in developing the program until funding is secured.  The AOOS Governance Committee has established a small subcommittee to develop and recommend a long-term governance structure for AOOS. AOOS is in the process of developing strategic plans for the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska regions; planning for the arctic region will start this fall or winter.

d. AOOS DMAC – Allen Macklin & Bern Megrey 

This is the third AOOS DMAC Committee meeting.  The first occurred under the old CAOS banner in April 2003.  At that meeting, Steve Hankin, IOOS DMAC Committee Chairperson, gave a preview of recommendations likely to come from the national level; some early objectives of AOOS DMAC were established; and information was developed for proposals addressing AOOS infrastructure and a pilot study.  The second AOOS DMAC meeting was in conjunction with the “Workshop on Managing Data for Intergration into the Alaska Ocean Observing System,” held in March of 2004.  The workshop brought together for the first time many of Alaska’s data managers and information technicians, showcased Alaska information delivery systems, and provided a forum for ongoing discussions of data standards and protocols.  Some agreements were forged at the workshop for a pilot study featuring the Prince William Sound Ocean Observing System.  Draft Terms of Reference providing governance of the AOOS DMAC Committee were presented and discussed.

During this teleconference, in response to a group discussion of paucity of marine observations, Jim Jones, NWS, talked about the National Weather Service’s expanding VOS (volunteer observing ships) program.  It was also noted that NWS is a leader in data quality assurance and control.

e. PWS Pilot Project meeting – Bern Megrey

Bern Megrey represented AOOS DMAC at a meeting for the PWS Pilot Project held in Anchorage on May 24, 2004.  The purpose of the meeting was to design a strategy to develop an operating plan for the pilot study.  The following 10 steps were a basis for discussion:

i. identify data products of interest

ii. identify users and clients

iii. identify alignment with IOOS strategic goals

iv. contact the supplier (PWSSC) to arrange co-operative agreement

v. form an agency/DMAC working group (admin and data technical types)

vi. develop a review process for data compliance, archive, etc..

vii. facilitate metadata, data transport, data browse software and hardware acquisition, installation, and implementation

viii. develop timeline, budget, lines of communication

ix. obtain review of this strategy

x. submit strategy to Governance Committee.

It had been decided previously that UAA AEFF will host a regional node for information collection and dissemination, and this will be mirrored at UAF.  The pilot project was found to be in alignment with all seven IOOS strategic goals.  A technical subcommittee (Peter Olsson, Rob Bochenek, Buck Sharpton, Igor Katrayev, Allen Macklin and Bern Megrey) was named for continuing development of DMAC input to the PWS Pilot Project.

a. GEM proposal for shared server - Rob Bochenek

In cooperation with the North Pacific Research Board (NPRB), the Data Management section of the Gulf Ecosystem Monitoring (GEM) program has procured a Linux-based server to assist in the management of regional scientific data sets.  The new server will be configured with PostgreSQL, an advanced open-source relational database management system.  Additional software installed will include utilities that parse Ecological Metadata Language (EML) documents.  The server will provide an archive for regional datasets and their corresponding metadata, in addition to providing a mechanism for the synthesis of the stored datasets.  An implementation plan is in the works and will be available for peer review at the end of October 2004.

3. AOOS DMAC Terms of Reference

a. Discussion

Steve Hankin suggested defining the process whereby technical decisions will be made.  Molly McCammon clarified language discussing membership terms of office.  Steve Gebert questioned AOOS DMAC’s role of providing solutions to member agencies.  Buck Sharpton pointed out that DMAC and DMAC Committee were used interchangeably, and that was incorrect.

Suggested changes were adopted by the committee.  Allen Macklin will correct the Terms of Reference with regard to DMAC and DMAC Committee.  A new draft will be distributed to committee members for comment and acceptance by e-mail.

b. Acceptance
The Terms of Reference will be modified and circulated for comment and acceptance.
4. New business

a. Solicit input for report to PICES TCODE (Technical Committee on Data Exchange) – Allen Macklin

PICES (North Pacific Marine Science Organization) has been a facilitator of ocean observing system development.  AOOS will make three presentations at the October 2004 annual PICES meeting in Honolulu.  Molly McCammon will speak to the Governing Council and to the MONITOR Task Team; Allen Macklin and Bern Megrey will report to the Technical Committee on Data Exchange.  AOOS DMAC committee members should send items for presentation to the speakers for consideration.

b. PWS Modeling Workshop (Anchorage, Sep 7-8, 2004)

AOOS is fostering a comprehensive, team approach to developing a Regional Ocean Modeling System (ROMS) model for Prince William Sound.  The ROMS model, when developed, will replace the existing Princeton Ocean Model (POM). This new model will connect to a larger Gulf of Alaska model and be compliant with other west coast and national regional models.  Workshop attendees will discuss data input streams, model development, product dissemination and interface, and AOOS DMAC requirements.

c. PWS Pilot Study: next steps for AOOS DMAC

AOOS is aiding the development of a pilot study using the Prince William Sound Ocean Observing System and products generated from it, namely regional atmospheric and oceanic models.  To further progress on the pilot study, AOOS DMAC will 1) send representatives to the workshop (see item 4b) to inform modelers of their metadata, discovery, transport, browse, and archival requirements; 2) organize the DMAC PWS subcommittee formed at the May meeting (see item 2e), and 3) solicit from PWSOOS metadata for all data input streams to be used in the pilot study.  There was much discussion on just how detailed the metadata descriptions need to be.  Is the detail of MetaLite (FGDC minimal subset) enough, or are more detailed descriptors required?  These discussions and decisions were delegated to the AOOS DMAC PWS subcommittee.

The teleconference concluded at 12:20 ADT.
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