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Alaska Ocean Observing System 

Operating Procedures 
As adopted at September 23 2011 board meeting 

Revised at November 3 2015 board meeting 

Revised at March 20, 2017 board meeting 

Revised at May 13, 2021 board meeting 

Revised at September 29, 2022 board meeting 

I. MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

A. Notice

Timely notice of Membership meetings shall be distributed via the AOOS website and 

AOOS listserve, as well as other email listserves that receive wide distribution.  

B. Conduct of Meetings

AOOS members shall meet at least annually to foster cooperation among the Parties, share 

findings with other participatory agencies, evaluate plans and progress in implementation of 

the AOOS mission, and coordinate in establishing priorities for the system. 

Membership meetings will be conducted as public, open meetings. 

C. Record

Detailed minutes of each meeting of the Board, except for any closed session, shall be kept 

and made available on the AOOS website. 

II. BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS

A. Notice

Timely notice of Board of Director meetings shall be distributed via the AOOS website and 

AOOS listserve, as well as other email listserves that receive wide distribution.  

B. Conduct of Meetings

Board meetings will be conducted using Roberts Rules of Order and will be open to the 

public, with the exception of closed executive sessions. Each Board director or his/her 

designated alternate shall be entitled to one vote upon any matter properly submitted to the 

Board. Although consensus is the goal of AOOS, unless specifically identified or otherwise 

noted in the AOOS Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), all actions shall require a majority 

vote of those present and eligible to vote at a meeting duly held in which a quorum is 

present. A quorum consists of a simple majority of the AOOS Board and, once established, 

the Board may continue to conduct its business in accordance with these operating 

procedures. Abstentions shall constitute presence of a Board member in determination of a 

quorum. 

C. Record

Detailed minutes of each meeting of the Board, except for any closed session, shall be kept 

and made available on the AOOS website. 

D. Closed Meetings

The Board and its Executive Committee may close any meeting, or portion thereof, that 

concerns matters that pertain to personnel matters or litigation. For closed meetings, a 
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general list of topics discussed and people present will be maintained as a record of that 

meeting. 

E. Frequency

The Board normally meets twice each year but may meet more frequently at the call of the 

Chair. The Executive Committee may meet more frequently at the call of the Chair. 

F. Emergency Meetings

In the event of an emergency requiring Board action, the executive committee will be 

convened to address the emergency. The Executive Director will poll other Board members 

on their opinion on how to address the emergency, but final resolution will be left to the 

discretion of the Executive Committee. 

G. Location

The Board will normally meet in Anchorage, Alaska, but may choose to meet in other 

communities in Alaska or by teleconference or other virtual formats in order to broaden 

participation. 

H. AOOS Board Reimbursement of Expenses Policy

The Board will be reimbursed for travel and meal costs per the Travel Reimbursement 

Policy provided as an appendix to this document.  

III. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A. For AOOS Membership of less than 25:

1. All AOOS members shall sit on the AOOS Board of Directors.

2. Each AOOS Member organization shall designate one Board representative and

may designate one alternate voting representative.

B. For AOOS Membership of 25 people or greater:

The Members may continue to operate as the Board of Directors as a whole, or, upon 

majority vote, the Members may choose to elect a “subset” Board of Directors using 

procedures to be adopted by the Board at that time.  

C. Powers and Duties

The AOOS Board will provide general oversight and policy guidance, ensure sustained 

support by the Parties, and approve implementing documents. The Board will also have the 

authority to: 

● Provide strategic guidance to the AOOS Executive Director;

● Adopt and carry out a strategic plan, including a budget;

● Design and operate with appropriate performance metrics a Regional Coastal Ocean

Observing System for the AOOS region, as defined by the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing

System (IOOS);

● Establish priorities for funding;

● Authorize the execution and acceptance of grants, contracts, and cooperative

agreements and approve the distribution of funds in these agreements (through the Fiscal

Agent);

● Create ad hoc committees and external advisory bodies as needed;

● Elect officers as needed;
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● Establish the policies of AOOS;

● Adopt operating procedures and Terms of Reference for the Board, committees, and

advisory bodies;

● Provide AOOS representation to the IOOS Association;

● Draft and propose further incorporation documents for AOOS if and when deemed

appropriate; and

● Carry out other such powers and responsibilities designated by law or by terms of

agreement(s) between or among the parties comprising AOOS.

IV. BOARD OF DIRECTOR OFFICERS

A. Chair

The Chair shall be responsible to the AOOS Board. The Chair shall be the principal officer 

of AOOS, Chair of the AOOS Board, and Chair of the Executive Committee, presiding at 

all meetings thereof. The Chair shall execute any instruments the Board authorizes, except 

in cases where signing and execution thereof is expressly delegated by the Board to another 

officer or agent of AOOS, including the Executive Director. The Chair will actively 

promote AOOS within and outside the region. 

B. Vice-chair

The Vice-chair shall be responsible to the AOOS Board and the Board Chair and shall act 

as meeting chair in the absence of the Chair and carry out other responsibilities of the Chair. 

C. Secretary

The Secretary shall be responsible to the AOOS Board. He/she shall keep, or cause to be 

kept, minutes of the proceedings of the Board and see that all notices are duly given in 

accordance with the provisions of the MOA, AOOS operating procedures, or as required by 

law. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all records, including the mailing address of 

each Board member, and generally perform all the duties incident to the office of Secretary. 

In the event the Secretary is absent from a meeting of the Board, the Chair shall designate a 

Secretary pro tempore. 

D. Treasurer

The Treasurer shall be responsible to the AOOS Board. He/she shall interact with the Fiscal 

Agent on behalf of AOOS to account for monies to support the AOOS mission and 

operations. The Treasurer shall keep, or cause to be kept, accurate financial accounts, and 

shall hold those open for inspection and examination by the Governing Board. In concert 

with the Fiscal Agent, the Treasurer shall prepare, or cause to be prepared, a full report 

concerning the finances of AOOS to be presented to the Board annually. The Treasurer 

shall act as a second Officer signatory, after the Chair, on all AOOS business requiring 

such. 

E. Elections

The Nominating Committee shall fill vacancies by presenting for Board consideration a 

slate of candidates that represent the broad diversity of the Membership. Board 

representatives may also nominate candidates. All candidates must be Board 

representatives. 

F. Terms of Office
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All terms of office are for two years, or until such time as the office is otherwise filled by 

special election or action of the Board. Officers may serve consecutive terms. 

G. Resignation 

An officer may resign his/her position at any time upon written notice to the Chair. 

H. Vacancies 

A vacancy in any office occurring by reason of resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by 

majority vote of the Board. Individuals filling vacancies in accordance with this section 

shall serve for the remainder of the term vacated. 

V. EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF  

A. The Executive Director and staff are the executive arms of AOOS. 

B. The Executive Director and staff will facilitate the work of AOOS. 

C. The Executive Director is authorized to sign documents on behalf of the Board 

consistent with the authorities attached as an appendix to this document. 

D. The Executive Director will be responsible to the AOOS Board. All other staff will 

be responsible to the Executive Director. 

E. Administrative and executive responsibilities of the Board’s officers may be 

delegated to the Executive Director. 

VI. COMMITTEES 

A. The standing committees include the Executive Committee and the Nominating 

Committee. Committee members must be members of the AOOS Board. Committee 

recommendations and/or decisions will be made by consensus and if necessary, simple 

majority vote.  

B. Executive Committee 

1. The Executive Committee is a subset of the AOOS Board and will be comprised of 

the Board’s Officers. A representative of the AOOS Fiscal Agent shall sit on the executive 

committee as an ex-officio member.  

2. The Board Chair will chair the Executive Committee. 

3. Committee meetings will proceed according to Robert’s Rules of Order. 

4. Powers and responsibilities 

a. The Executive Committee shall make assignments to the Nominating Committee. 

b. The Executive Committee, in consultation with the full Board, may make 

assignments to external Advisory Panels  

c. The Executive Committee shall take actions necessary for the functioning of AOOS 

in the intervals between Board meetings.  

d. The Executive Committee shall have all the authority of the AOOS Board other than 

to amend or repeal any resolution of the Board or the terms of the MOA. 

e. The Executive Committee shall have the authority to move forward with grant 

requests and approve implementation steps that are consistent with Board policies, 

priorities, and overall guidance. 

f. The Executive Committee shall serve as the Personnel Committee and have 

responsibility for the employment and evaluation of the Executive Director. All other staff 

are the responsibility of the Executive Director. 

C. Nominating Committee 
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The Nominating Committee will oversee nominations for vacant Officer and Board 

positions. No present officer may be a member of this committee. 

VII. EXTERNAL ADVISORY PANELS

A. Stakeholder/User Advisory Panels

The Board may appoint Stakeholder/End user panel or panels to identify and engage end 

users and provide input on system development from observations to product development. 

If established, Terms of Reference for the panel or panels will be adopted by the Board and 

attached as an appendix to this document.  

B. Data Management and Communications Advisory Panel

This advisory panel will design and advise on implementation of the AOOS regional data 

management and communications system. If established, Terms of Reference for the panel 

will be adopted by the Board and attached as an appendix to this document. 

C. Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel

The Board may appoint a Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel or Panels on an ad hoc 

basis or to serve as a standing advisory body. Terms of Reference for the panel or panels 

will be adopted by the Board and attached as an appendix to this document. 

VIII. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT POLICY

AOOS will rely on a variety of avenues to engage stakeholders and solicit 

recommendations and input and engage in two-way information sharing to inform into 

AOOS operations and decision-making, to be described in the AOOS Strategic Operating 

Plan and updated at least every five years. This feedback will allow AOOS to both identify 

gaps and priorities in ocean observing and enhance AOOS tools and products. 

Engagement avenues include:  

● Communication pathways and forums of partner organizations and programs using

the most relevant channels of communication;

● Topic-specific groups of experts and partners;

● Regionally focused meetings with key stakeholders;

● Ongoing activities including presentations, scoping groups, user surveys and the

feedback tab found on every data portal page.

IX. DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION, AND ACCESSIBILITY POLICY

A policy was adopted by the AOOS Board on September 29, 2022. This policy is attached 

as an appendix. 

X. FISCAL SPONSOR

A. As per the AOOS MOA, AOOS will secure a fiscal sponsor from an appropriate

entity in order to apply for grants and implement grant proposals, accept additional funds,

as well as to accept any coordination funds from AOOS parties. The terms and conditions

of the fiscal agency will be detailed in a separate document drafted between the fiscal

sponsor and AOOS and approved by the AOOS Board and attached to this document as an

appendix. The fiscal sponsor must have the ability to enter into enforceable contracts and

account for money due and payable to AOOS.

B. Through the fiscal sponsor, AOOS will receive and distribute AOOS-related

funding and other resources from federal, state, other public agencies, foundation sources,

corporations, and private donors, according to the identified priorities.
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XI. EQUIPMENT

AOOS will manage and operate its system at the highest level in accordance with these 

policies: 

A. For all equipment owned by AOOS, follow the manufacturer’s standard operating

procedures and any applicable national policies and/or guidelines for calibrating, validating,

operating, and maintaining equipment; and

B. For all equipment purchased through AOOS but owned and managed by external

contractors, operate using best practices and calibrate, validate, operate, and maintain in

accordance with manufacturing guidelines and/or national IOOS program guidelines when

available. External contractors will be required to provide maintenance reports upon

request.

XII. CIVIL LIABILITY

Under the authorizing legislation (Public Law 111-11 "Omnibus Public Land Management 

Act of 2009," Subtitle C - Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observing System Act of 2009, 

Sections 12301 to 12311; Public Law 116-271 “Coordinated Ocean Observations and 

Research Act of 2020”, Section 101 to 301) the following language applies to AOOS:  

For purposes of determining liability arising from the dissemination and use of observation 

data gathered pursuant to this section, any non-Federal asset or regional information 

coordination entity incorporated into the System by contract, lease, grant, or cooperative 

agreement under subsection (c)(3)(D) that is participating in the System shall be considered 

to be part of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Any employee of such 

a non-Federal asset or regional information coordination entity, while operating within the 

scope of his or her employment in carrying out the purposes of this subtitle, with respect to 

tort liability, is deemed to be an employee of the Federal Government. 

(f) Limitation: Nothing in this subtitle shall be construed to invalidate existing

certifications, contracts, or agreements between regional information coordination entities

and other elements of the System. Nothing in this subtitle supersedes or limits the authority

of any agency to carry out its responsibilities and missions under other laws.

XIII. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND RECUSAL

Policy adopted by the AOOS Board on May 11, 2010 and attached as appendix.  

XIV. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION

Policy may be developed. 

XV. COMPETITION WITHIN AOOS

Policy may be developed. 

XVI. DUES

No dues are assessed at this time. However, a policy may be adopted for accepting non-

binding dues.  

APPENDICES 

A. Memorandum of Agreement

B. Authorizing Legislation

C. Executive Director Signature Authorities

D. Conflict of Interest Policy
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E. Fiscal Sponsor Agreement

F. Board Member Expenses Reimbursement Policy

G. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility Policy
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Memorandum of Agreement 
To Establish and Implement the Alaska Ocean Observing System 

November 10, 2009  
 
Section I. Parties and Purpose of MOA 
This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) establishes the Alaska Ocean Observing 
System (AOOS) as the Alaska region component of the Integrated Ocean Observing 
System (IOOS).  This MOA is entered into and will be implemented by the signatories 
(representatives of institutions, agencies, etc. with legal status) and any other entities that 
may become signatories to this agreement in the future (the “Parties”). The MOA outlines 
the functions and responsibilities agreed to by the participating parties for establishing 
and implementing AOOS. This MOA will provide a framework for the Parties to work 
cooperatively to more effectively accomplish their individual and common missions and 
enhance broad user access to ocean knowledge, data, tools, and products. This MOA may 
be modified over time as the national IOOS Program evolves and matures.    
 
Section II. Authorization 
The Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS) has been operating under an MOA 
adopted in 2004 as the Alaska regional ocean observing system for the national IOOS 
program.  This MOA (adopted June 25, 2008 and modified November 10, 2009) 
supersedes the 2004 MOA. AOOS continues to be the regional ocean observing 
association for Alaska, and as described in the authorizing legislation (Public Law 111-11 
"Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009," Subtitle C - Integrated Coastal and 
Ocean Observing System Act of 2009, Sections 12301 to 12311), the regional 
information coordination entity, recognized by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA’s) IOOS Program Office and established and responsible for 
the development, operation, and improvement of the regional ocean observing systems in 
the coastal zone and the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the four Large Marine 
Ecosystem regions of Alaska:  Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands, 
and Gulf of Alaska.  These systems are nested in the coastal component of the Integrated 
Ocean Observing System (IOOS), which is the U.S. program that contributes to the 
Global Ocean Observing System as well as the Global Earth Observing System of 
Systems.  
 
Section III.  Vision, Mission, Goals, and Objectives 
Vision  –  As the “eye on Alaska’s coasts and oceans,” AOOS represents a network of 
critical ocean and coastal observations, data and information products that aid our 
understanding of the status of Alaska’s marine ecosystem and allow stakeholders to make 
better decisions about their use of the marine environment.  

  
Mission – The mission of AOOS is to address regional and national needs for ocean 
information, gather specific data on key coastal and ocean variables, and ensure timely 
and sustained dissemination and availability of these data  
 
Goals – The goals of AOOS are to:  

• Support national defense, marine commerce, navigation safety, weather, climate, 
and marine forecasting, energy siting and production, economic development, 
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ecosystem-based marine and coastal resource management, public safety, and 
public outreach training and education; 

• Promote greater public awareness and stewardship of the Nation’s ocean and 
coastal resources and the general public welfare;  

• Enable advances in scientific understanding to support the sustainable use, 
conservation, management, and understanding of healthy ocean and coastal 
resources; and  

• Improve the Nation’s capability to measure, track, explain, and predict events 
related directly and indirectly to weather and climate change, natural climate 
variability, and interactions between the oceanic and atmospheric environments. 

 
Objectives – To achieve these goals, AOOS will:  

• Identify priorities for coastal and ocean observations and information based on the 
needs of users of Alaska’s coasts and oceans; 

• Coordinate State, Federal, local and private interests at a regional level to meet 
the priority needs of user groups in the Alaska region; 

• Identify gaps in existing ocean observing activities and data, make 
recommendations for needed enhancements to both Federal and non-Federal 
assets, and fill gaps when appropriate; 

• Increase efficiencies of existing ocean observing activities and data; 
• Enhance the usefulness of ocean observations for a wider variety of users; and 
• Integrate observations and data through data management, planning, coordination 

and facilitation. 
  

Section IV. Geographic Scope    
AOOS represents four Large Marine Ecosystems: Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, Bering 
Sea/Aleutian Islands, and Gulf of Alaska and incorporates the waters surrounding the 
state of Alaska including the coast, bays and estuaries, to the seaward extent of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone. 
 
Section V. Functions and Responsibilities as a Regional Information Coordination 
Entity 
As the representative Regional Information Coordination Entity for Alaska, the members 
of AOOS agree to 

A. Demonstrate an organizational structure capable of addressing the vision, mission, 
goals and objectives described in Section III; 

B. Meet the information needs of user groups in the region while adhering to 
national standards; 

C. Meet the certification standards and compliance procedures and guidelines issued 
by the national IOOS; 

D. Comply with all financial oversight requirements established by the national 
IOOS, including requirements relating to audits; 

E. Participate as a member of the National Federation of Regional Associations for 
Coastal and Ocean Observing (an incorporated non-profit representing the 
interests of the regional component of IOOS); 

F. Develop and operate under a strategic operational plan; 
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G. Work cooperatively with government and non-government entities at all levels to 
identify and provide information products for multiple users within the Alaska 
region; 

H. Share data and ensure compatible data standards where appropriate and in 
accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and policies of the participating 
entities; and 

I. Fund any advocacy efforts with non-binding contributions from private (non-
governmental) Parties and other private funds. 

 
VI. Members and Affiliates 

A. Qualifications of Members 
1) Members include legal organizations representing AOOS constituents who are 

party to this MOA.  
2) AOOS Members may include, but are not limited to, private sector, federal 

agencies, regional federal science and management organizations, state and 
local agencies, Alaska Native communities and tribal governments, research 
organizations, academic institutions, and non-governmental organizations 
throughout the entire AOOS region that are committed to the vision, mission, 
goals and objectives of AOOS. 

3) Per language in the IOOS authorizing legislation, employees of Federal 
agencies are specifically authorized to participate in the functions of a 
regional information coordination entity, including AOOS.   

4) The founding members of AOOS, and signatories to the 2005 MOA, are 
automatically considered AOOS members. New AOOS Members will be 
added by majority vote of the AOOS Board with the goal of creating an 
organization that broadly represents, to the best practicable extent, the 
constituencies described above. 

 
B. Affiliate Members 

1) Representatives from the adjacent Regional Association, NANOOS, as 
well as representatives of British Columbia, the North Pacific Marine 
Science (PICES) MONITOR Committee, and other relevant international 
organizations may hold affiliate membership but do not have voting rights. 

 
C. Meetings 

1) AOOS members shall meet at least annually to foster cooperation among 
the Parties, share findings with other participatory agencies, evaluate plans 
and progress in implementation, and coordinate in establishing priorities 
for the system. 

2) Membership meetings shall be public, open meetings. 
 

D. Powers and Duties 
1) AOOS members act as the AOOS Board, but may elect a smaller board of 

directors once AOOS Membership is 25 or greater. Procedures for an 
election will be included in the AOOS Standard Operating Procedures. 

2) AOOS members may amend the MOA or other implementing documents 
(by two/thirds approval);  
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3) If 2/3 of the AOOS membership decides to form a private non-profit       
501(c) (3) corporation, this MOA does not obligate AOOS members to 
continue as members if and when AOOS incorporates. 

4) Specific roles and responsibilities of the AOOS Board are included in the 
Standard Operating Procedures. 

 
E. Standard Operating Procedures 

1) Members of AOOS agree to comply with standard operating procedures as 
adopted by the AOOS board and amended from time to time as needed. 
  

Section VII. Fiscal Agent 
AOOS will secure a fiscal agent from an appropriate entity as described in the Standard 
Operating Procedures.    
 
Section VIII. Indemnification 
AOOS, through its fiscal agent, shall secure sufficient insurance coverage for directors, 
officers, committee members, and employees of AOOS against any liability incurred as a 
result of their status with AOOS, and in accord with the civil liability provisions included 
in the Integrated Coastal Ocean Observing Act of 2009. 
 
Section IX. Intellectual Property 
Intellectual property rights will be retained by the appropriate body and implemented 
according to state and federal laws. 
 
Section X.  General Provisions 

A. Effective Date.  This MOA becomes effective upon two-thirds vote of the 
founding members. This MOA may be executed in counterparts, each of which 
will be considered an original document. 

B. Withdrawal.  Any Party to this MOA may withdraw without obligation with three 
months formal written notice to the other Parties.  

C. Termination.  This MOA shall remain in effect until it is terminated by agreement 
of the Parties. 

D. Dispute Resolution. Disputes among the parties will be resolved according to a 
policy adopted by the Board.  

E. Avoiding Conflicts of Interest. A conflict of interest policy will be adopted by the 
Board. 

F. Authority.  Nothing in this MOA shall be construed to limit or modify the 
authority or responsibility of a Party.  

G. Third Parties.  This MOA is not intended to, nor shall it, vest rights in persons or 
entities who are not Parties. 

H. Amendment. This MOA may be amended upon approval of two-thirds of the 
AOOS members. 

I. Antideficiency.  Nothing in this MOA shall be construed as obligating any of the 
Parties, their agents, or employees to expend funds in excess of that authorized by 
law. 

J. Effect.  This MOA is intended to express the good faith plans and general 
intentions of the Parties, but does not create any legally enforceable obligations 
between or upon the Parties, or the organizations they represent.  



 5 

K. Notice.  Any notice, request, order, or communication to the Parties, pursuant to 
this MOA, shall be in writing to each Party at the address that follows:  AOOS, 
1007 West Third Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 or to such other addresses as 
any Party may designate in writing. 

L. Dissolution of AOOS property.  In the event of liquidation, dissolution or winding 
up the affairs of the Alaska Ocean Observing System, the assets of AOOS (both 
real and intellectual) shall be distributed according to a decision of the Board as 
appropriate. If no decision is made, all assets will be distributed to the University 
of Alaska.  

 
 
Approved by two-thirds vote of founding AOOS members on this date, Nov 10, 2009 
 
 
Founding members include: 
 
NOAA Alaska Regional Collaboration Team 
U.S. Coast Guard 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Minerals Management Service 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Alaska Sea Grant Program 
University of Alaska 
North Pacific Research Board 
Barrow Arctic Science Consortium 
Prince William Sound Science Center/Oil Spill Recovery Institute 
Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
U.S. Arctic Research Commission 
Alaska SeaLife Center 
Marine Exchange of Alaska 
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Memorandum of Agreement 

To Establish and Implement the Alaska Ocean Observing System 
November 10, 2009 

Revised May 13, 2021  

 

Section I. Parties and Purpose of MOA 

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) establishes the Alaska Ocean Observing 

System (AOOS) as the Alaska region component of the Integrated Ocean Observing 

System (IOOS). This MOA is entered into and will be implemented by the signatories 

(representatives of institutions, agencies, etc. with legal status) and any other entities that 

may become signatories to this agreement in the future (the “Parties”). The MOA outlines 

the functions and responsibilities agreed to by the participating parties for establishing 

and implementing AOOS. This MOA will provide a framework for the Parties to work 

cooperatively to more effectively accomplish their individual and common missions and 

enhance broad user access to ocean knowledge, data, tools, and products. This MOA may 

be modified over time as the national IOOS Program evolves and matures.    

 

Section II. Authorization 

The Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS) has been operating under an MOA 

adopted in 2004 as the Alaska regional ocean observing system for the national IOOS 

program. This MOA (adopted June 25, 2008, modified November 10, 2009, and modified 

May 13, 2021) supersedes the 2004 MOA. AOOS continues to be the regional ocean 

observing association for Alaska, and as described in the authorizing legislation (Public 

Law 111-11 "Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009," Subtitle C - Integrated 

Coastal and Ocean Observing System Act of 2009, Sections 12301 to 12311 and Public 

Law 116-271 “Coordinated Ocean Observations and Research Act of 2020”), the regional 

information coordination entity, recognized by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration’s (NOAA’s) IOOS Program Office and established and responsible for 

the development, operation, and improvement of the regional ocean observing systems in 

the coastal zone and the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the four Large Marine 

Ecosystem regions of Alaska: Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands, 

and Gulf of Alaska. These systems are nested in the coastal component of the Integrated 

Ocean Observing System (IOOS), which is the U.S. program that contributes to the 

Global Ocean Observing System as well as the Global Earth Observing System of 

Systems.  

 

Section III.  Vision, Mission, Goals, and Objectives 

Vision  –  As the “eye on Alaska’s coasts and oceans,” AOOS represents a network of 

critical ocean and coastal observations, data and information products that aid our 

understanding of the status of Alaska’s marine ecosystem and allow stakeholders to make 

better decisions about their use of the marine environment.  

  

Mission – The mission of AOOS is to address regional and national needs for ocean 

information, gather specific data on key coastal and ocean variables, and ensure timely 

and sustained dissemination and availability of these data  

 

Goals – The goals of AOOS are to:  
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• Support national defense, marine commerce, navigation safety, weather, climate, 

and marine forecasting, energy siting and production, economic development, 

ecosystem-based marine and coastal resource management, public safety, and 

public outreach training and education; 

• Promote greater public awareness and stewardship of the Nation’s ocean and 

coastal resources and the general public welfare;  

• Enable advances in scientific understanding to support the sustainable use, 

conservation, management, and understanding of healthy ocean and coastal 

resources; and  

• Improve the Nation’s capability to measure, track, explain, and predict events 

related directly and indirectly to weather and climate change, natural climate 

variability, and interactions between the oceanic and atmospheric environments. 

 

Objectives – To achieve these goals, AOOS will:  

• Identify priorities for coastal and ocean observations and information based on the 

needs of users of Alaska’s coasts and oceans; 

• Coordinate State, Federal, Alaska Native, local and private interests at a regional 

level to meet the priority needs of user groups in the Alaska region; 

• Identify gaps in existing ocean observing activities and data, make 

recommendations for needed enhancements to both Federal and non-Federal 

assets, and fill gaps when appropriate; 

• Increase efficiencies of existing ocean observing activities and data; 

• Enhance the usefulness of ocean observations for a wider variety of users, 

including users with different internet bandwidth capabilities; and 

• Integrate observations and data through data management, planning, coordination 

and facilitation. 

  

Section IV. Geographic Scope    

AOOS represents four Large Marine Ecosystems: Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, Bering 

Sea/Aleutian Islands, and Gulf of Alaska and incorporates the waters surrounding the 

state of Alaska including the coast, bays and estuaries, to the seaward extent of the 

Exclusive Economic Zone. 

 

Section V. Functions and Responsibilities as a Regional Information Coordination 

Entity 

As the representative Regional Coastal Observing System for Alaska, the members of 

AOOS agree to 

A. Demonstrate an organizational structure capable of addressing the vision, mission, 

goals and objectives described in Section III; 

B. Meet the information needs of user groups in the region while adhering to 

national standards; 

C. Meet the certification standards and compliance procedures and guidelines issued 

by the national IOOS; 

D. Comply with all financial oversight requirements established by the national 

IOOS, including requirements relating to audits; 

E. Participate as a member of the National Federation of Regional Associations for 

Coastal and Ocean Observing (an incorporated non-profit representing the 

interests of the regional component of IOOS); 
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F. Develop and operate under a strategic operational plan; 

G. Work cooperatively with government and non-government entities at all levels to 

identify and provide information products for multiple users within the Alaska 

region; 

H. Share data and ensure compatible data standards where appropriate and in 

accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and policies of the participating 

entities; and 

I. Fund any advocacy efforts with non-binding contributions from private (non-

governmental) Parties and other private funds. 

 

VI. Members and Affiliates 

A. Qualifications of Members 

1) Members include legal organizations representing AOOS constituents who are 

party to this MOA.  

2) AOOS Members may include, but are not limited to, private sector, federal 

agencies, regional federal science and management organizations, state and 

local agencies, Alaska Native communities and tribal governments, research 

organizations, academic institutions, and non-governmental organizations 

throughout the entire AOOS region that are committed to the vision, mission, 

goals and objectives of AOOS. 

3) Per language in the IOOS authorizing legislation, employees of Federal 

agencies are specifically authorized to participate in the functions of a 

regional information coordination entity, including AOOS.   

4) The founding members of AOOS, and signatories to the 2005 MOA, are 

automatically considered AOOS members. New AOOS Members will be 

added by majority vote of the AOOS Board with the goal of creating an 

organization that broadly represents, to the best practicable extent, the 

constituencies described above. 

 

B. Affiliate Members 

1) Representatives from the adjacent Regional Association, NANOOS, as 

well as representatives of British Columbia, the North Pacific Marine 

Science (PICES) MONITOR Committee, and other relevant international 

organizations may hold affiliate membership but do not have voting rights. 

 

C. Meetings 

1) AOOS members shall meet at least annually to foster cooperation among 

the Parties, share findings with other participatory agencies, evaluate plans 

and progress in implementation, and coordinate in establishing priorities 

for the system. 

2) Membership meetings shall be public, open meetings. 

 

D. Powers and Duties 

1) AOOS members act as the AOOS Board, but may elect a smaller board of 

directors once AOOS Membership is 25 or greater. Procedures for an 

election will be included in the AOOS Standard Operating Procedures. 

2) AOOS members may amend the MOA or other implementing documents 

(by two/thirds approval);  
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3) If 2/3 of the AOOS membership decides to form a private non-profit       

501(c) (3) corporation, this MOA does not obligate AOOS members to 

continue as members if and when AOOS incorporates. 

4) Specific roles and responsibilities of the AOOS Board are included in the 

Standard Operating Procedures. 

 

E. Standard Operating Procedures 

1) Members of AOOS agree to comply with standard operating procedures as 

adopted by the AOOS board and amended from time to time as needed. 

  

Section VII. Fiscal Agent 

AOOS will secure a fiscal agent from an appropriate entity as described in the Standard 

Operating Procedures.    

 

Section VIII. Indemnification 

AOOS, through its fiscal agent, shall secure sufficient insurance coverage for directors, 

officers, committee members, and employees of AOOS against any liability incurred as a 

result of their status with AOOS, and in accord with the civil liability provisions included 

in the Integrated Coastal Ocean Observing Act of 2009, reauthorized in 2020. 

 

Section IX. Intellectual Property 

Intellectual property rights will be retained by the appropriate body and implemented 

according to state and federal laws. 

 

Section X.  General Provisions 

A. Effective Date. This MOA becomes effective upon two-thirds vote of the 

founding members. This MOA may be executed in counterparts, each of which 

will be considered an original document. 

B. Withdrawal. Any Party to this MOA may withdraw without obligation with three 

months formal written notice to the other Parties.  

C. Termination.  This MOA shall remain in effect until it is terminated by agreement 

of the Parties. 

D. Dispute Resolution. Disputes among the parties will be resolved according to a 

policy adopted by the Board.  

E. Avoiding Conflicts of Interest. A conflict of interest policy will be adopted by the 

Board. 

F. Authority.  Nothing in this MOA shall be construed to limit or modify the 

authority or responsibility of a Party.  

G. Third Parties.  This MOA is not intended to, nor shall it, vest rights in persons or 

entities who are not Parties. 

H. Amendment. This MOA may be amended upon approval of two-thirds of the 

AOOS members. 

I. Antideficiency. Nothing in this MOA shall be construed as obligating any of the 

Parties, their agents, or employees to expend funds in excess of that authorized by 

law. 

J. Effect. This MOA is intended to express the good faith plans and general 

intentions of the Parties, but does not create any legally enforceable obligations 

between or upon the Parties, or the organizations they represent.  
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K. Notice. Any notice, request, order, or communication to the Parties, pursuant to 

this MOA, shall be in writing to each Party at the address that follows: AOOS, 

1007 West Third Avenue, Suite 100, Anchorage, AK 99501 or to such other 

addresses as any Party may designate in writing. 

L. Dissolution of AOOS property. In the event of liquidation, dissolution or winding 

up the affairs of the Alaska Ocean Observing System, the assets of AOOS (both 

real and intellectual) shall be distributed according to a decision of the Board as 

appropriate. If no decision is made, all assets will be distributed to the University 

of Alaska.  

 

 

Approved by two-thirds vote of founding AOOS members on this date, Nov 10, 2009 

Approved by two-thirds vote of AOOS Board members on this date, May 13, 2021 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
IOOS Legislation December 2020 



134 STAT. 3331 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

Public Law 116–271 
116th Congress 

An Act 
To reauthorize the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009, 

to clarify the authority of the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration with respect to post-storm assessments, and to require 
the establishment of a National Water Center, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Coordinated 
Ocean Observations and Research Act of 2020’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act 
is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION OF INTEGRATED COASTAL AND OCEAN 
OBSERVATION SYSTEM ACT OF 2009 

Sec. 101. Purposes. 
Sec. 102. Definitions. 
Sec. 103. Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System. 
Sec. 104. Financing and agreements. 
Sec. 105. Reports to Congress. 
Sec. 106. Public-private use policy. 
Sec. 107. Repeal of independent cost estimate. 
Sec. 108. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 109. Reports and research plans. 
Sec. 110. Strategic research plan. 
Sec. 111. Stakeholder input on monitoring. 
Sec. 112. Research activities. 

TITLE II—NAMED STORM EVENT MODEL AND POST-STORM ASSESSMENTS 
Sec. 201. Named Storm Event Model and post-storm assessments. 

TITLE III—WATER PREDICTION AND FORECASTING 
Sec. 301. Water prediction and forecasting. 

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION OF INTE-
GRATED COASTAL AND OCEAN OB-
SERVATION SYSTEM ACT OF 2009 

SEC. 101. PURPOSES. 

Section 12302 of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation 
System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3601) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 12302. PURPOSES. 

‘‘The purposes of this subtitle are— 

Coordinated 
Ocean 
Observations 
and Research 
Act of 2020. 
33 USC 3601 
note. 

Dec. 31, 2020 
[S. 914] 
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134 STAT. 3332 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(1) to establish and sustain a national integrated System 
of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes observing systems, comprised 
of Federal and non-Federal components coordinated at the 
national level by the Council and at the regional level by 
a network of regional coastal observing systems, and that 
includes in situ, remote, and other coastal and ocean observa-
tion and modeling capabilities, technologies, data management 
systems, communication systems, and product development sys-
tems, and is designed to address regional and national needs 
for ocean and coastal information, to gather specific data on 
key ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes variables, and to ensure 
timely and sustained dissemination and availability of these 
data— 

‘‘(A) to the public; 
‘‘(B) to support national defense, search and rescue 

operations, marine commerce, navigation safety, weather, 
climate, and marine forecasting, energy siting and produc-
tion, economic development, ecosystem-based marine, 
coastal, and Great Lakes resource management, public 
safety, and public outreach and education; 

‘‘(C) to promote greater public awareness and steward-
ship of the Nation’s ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
resources and the general public welfare; 

‘‘(D) to provide easy access to ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes data and promote data sharing between Federal 
and non-Federal sources and promote public data sharing; 

‘‘(E) to enable advances in scientific understanding to 
support the sustainable use, conservation, management, 
and understanding of healthy ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources to ensure the Nation can respond to 
opportunities to enhance food, economic, and national secu-
rity; and 

‘‘(F) to monitor and model changes in the oceans and 
Great Lakes, including with respect to chemistry, harmful 
algal blooms, hypoxia, water levels, and other phenomena; 
‘‘(2) to improve the Nation’s capability to measure, track, 

observe, understand, and predict events related directly and 
indirectly to weather and climate, natural climate variability, 
and interactions between the oceanic and atmospheric environ-
ments, including the Great Lakes; 

‘‘(3) to sustain, upgrade, and modernize the Nation’s ocean 
and Great Lakes observing infrastructure to detect changes 
and ensure delivery of reliable and timely information; and 

‘‘(4) to authorize activities— 
‘‘(A) to promote basic and applied research to develop, 

test, and deploy innovations and improvements in coastal 
and ocean observation technologies, including advanced 
observing technologies such as unmanned maritime sys-
tems needed to address critical data gaps, modeling sys-
tems, other scientific and technological capabilities to 
improve the understanding of weather and climate, ocean- 
atmosphere dynamics, global climate change, and the phys-
ical, chemical, and biological dynamics of the ocean, coastal, 
and Great Lakes environments; and 

‘‘(B) to conserve healthy and restore degraded coastal 
ecosystems.’’. 
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134 STAT. 3333 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 12303 of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation 
System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3602) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section 7902’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 8932’’; 

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘integrated into the System 
and are managed through States, regional organizations, 
universities, nongovernmental organizations, or the private 
sector’’ and inserting ‘‘managed through States, regional 
organizations, universities, nongovernmental organizations, or 
the private sector and integrated into the System by a regional 
coastal observing system, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, or the agencies participating in 
the Interagency Ocean Observation Committee’’; 

(3) by amending paragraph (6) to read as follows: 
‘‘(6) REGIONAL COASTAL OBSERVING SYSTEM.—The term 

‘regional coastal observing system’ means an organizational 
body that is certified or established by contract or memorandum 
by the lead Federal agency designated in section 12304(c)(3) 
and coordinates State, Federal, local, tribal, and private 
interests at a regional level with the responsibility of engaging 
the private and public sectors in designing, operating, and 
improving regional coastal observing systems in order to ensure 
the provision of data and information that meet the needs 
of user groups from the respective regions.’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’’ and inserting ‘‘Administrator’’. 

SEC. 103. INTEGRATED COASTAL AND OCEAN OBSERVATION SYSTEM. 

(a) SYSTEM ELEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 12304(b) of the Integrated Coastal 

and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3603(b)) 
is amended by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to fulfill the purposes of this 
subtitle, the System shall be national in scope and consist 
of— 

‘‘(A) Federal assets to fulfill national and international 
observation missions and priorities; 

‘‘(B) non-Federal assets, including a network of regional 
coastal observing systems identified under subsection (c)(4), 
to fulfill regional and national observation missions and 
priorities; 

‘‘(C) observing, modeling, data management, and 
communication systems for the timely integration and 
dissemination of data and information products from the 
System, including reviews of data collection procedures 
across regions and programs to make recommendations 
for data collection standards across the System to meet 
national ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes observation, 
applied research, and weather forecasting needs; 

‘‘(D) a product development system to transform 
observations into products in a format that may be readily 
used and understood; and 

‘‘(E) a research and development program conducted 
under the guidance of the Council, consisting of— 

Reviews. 
Recommenda- 
tions. 
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134 STAT. 3334 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(i) basic and applied research and technology 
development— 

‘‘(I) to improve understanding of coastal and 
ocean systems and their relationships to human 
activities; and 

‘‘(II) to ensure improvement of operational 
assets and products, including related infrastruc-
ture, observing technologies such as unmanned 
maritime systems, and information and data proc-
essing and management technologies; 
‘‘(ii) an advanced observing technology develop-

ment program to fill gaps in technology; 
‘‘(iii) large scale computing resources and research 

to advance modeling of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
processes; 

‘‘(iv) models to improve regional weather fore-
casting capabilities and regional weather forecasting 
products; and 

‘‘(v) reviews of data collection procedures across 
regions and programs to make recommendations for 
data collection standards across the System to meet 
national ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes observation, 
applied research, and weather forecasting needs.’’. 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF DATA.—Section 12304(b)(3) of such Act 
(33 U.S.C. 3603(b)(3)) is amended by inserting ‘‘for research 
and for use in the development of products to address societal 
needs’’ before the period at the end. 
(b) POLICY OVERSIGHT, ADMINISTRATION, AND REGIONAL 

COORDINATION.—Section 12304(c) of the Integrated Coastal and 
Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3603(c)) is 
amended by striking paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) INTERAGENCY OCEAN OBSERVATION COMMITTEE.— 
‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Council shall establish or 

designate a committee, which shall be known as the ‘Inter-
agency Ocean Observation Committee’. 

‘‘(B) DUTIES.—The Interagency Ocean Observation 
Committee shall— 

‘‘(i) prepare annual and long-term plans for consid-
eration and approval by the Council for the integrated 
design, operation, maintenance, enhancement, and 
expansion of the System to meet the objectives of this 
subtitle and the System Plan; 

‘‘(ii) develop and transmit to Congress, along with 
the budget submitted by the President to Congress 
pursuant to section 1105(a) of title 31, United States 
Code, an annual coordinated, comprehensive budget— 

‘‘(I) to operate all elements of the System 
identified in subsection (b); and 

‘‘(II) to ensure continuity of data streams from 
Federal and non-Federal assets; 
‘‘(iii) establish requirements for observation data 

variables to be gathered by both Federal and non- 
Federal assets and identify, in consultation with 
regional coastal observing systems, priorities for 
System observations; 

Reviews. 
Recommenda- 
tions. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 15:13 Feb 18, 2021 Jkt 019139 PO 00271 Frm 00004 Fmt 6580 Sfmt 6581 E:\PUBLAW\PUBL271.116 PUBL271dk
ra

us
e 

on
 L

A
P

5T
8D

0R
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 P

U
B

LA
W

S



134 STAT. 3335 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(iv) establish and define protocols and standards 
for System data processing, management, collection, 
configuration standards, formats, and communication 
for new and existing assets throughout the System 
network; 

‘‘(v) develop contract requirements for each 
regional coastal observing system— 

‘‘(I) to establish eligibility for integration into 
the System; 

‘‘(II) to ensure compliance with all applicable 
standards and protocols established by the Council; 
and 

‘‘(III) to ensure that regional observations are 
integrated into the System on a sustained basis; 
‘‘(vi) identify gaps in observation coverage or needs 

for capital improvements of both Federal assets and 
non-Federal assets; 

‘‘(vii) subject to the availability of appropriations, 
establish through 1 or more Federal agencies partici-
pating in the Interagency Ocean Observation Com-
mittee, in consultation with the System advisory com-
mittee established under subsection (d), a competitive 
matching grant or other programs— 

‘‘(I) to promote intramural and extramural 
research and development of new, innovative, and 
emerging observation technologies including 
testing and field trials; and 

‘‘(II) to facilitate the migration of new, innova-
tive, and emerging scientific and technological 
advances from research and development to oper-
ational deployment; 
‘‘(viii) periodically— 

‘‘(I) review the System Plan; and 
‘‘(II) submit to the Council such recommenda-

tions as the Interagency Ocean Observation Com-
mittee may have for improvements to the System 
Plan; 
‘‘(ix) ensure collaboration among Federal agencies 

participating in the Interagency Ocean Observation 
Committee; and 

‘‘(x) perform such additional duties as the Council 
may delegate. 

‘‘(3) LEAD FEDERAL AGENCY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration shall function as the lead Fed-
eral agency for the implementation and administration of 
the System. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—In carrying out this 
paragraph, the Administrator shall consult with the 
Council, the Interagency Ocean Observation Committee, 
other Federal agencies that maintain portions of the 
System, and the regional coastal observing systems. 

‘‘(C) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out this paragraph, 
the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) establish and operate an Integrated Ocean 
Observing System Program Office within the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration that— 
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134 STAT. 3336 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(I) utilizes, to the extent necessary, personnel 
from Federal agencies participating in the Inter-
agency Ocean Observation Committee; and 

‘‘(II) oversees daily operations and coordina-
tion of the System; 
‘‘(ii) implement policies, protocols, and standards 

approved by the Council and delegated by the Inter-
agency Ocean Observation Committee; 

‘‘(iii) promulgate program guidelines— 
‘‘(I) to certify and integrate regional associa-

tions into the System; and 
‘‘(II) to provide regional coastal and ocean 

observation data that meet the needs of user 
groups from the respective regions; 
‘‘(iv) have the authority to enter into and oversee 

contracts, leases, grants, or cooperative agreements 
with non-Federal assets, including regional coastal 
observing systems, to support the purposes of this sub-
title on such terms as the Administrator deems appro-
priate; 

‘‘(v) implement and maintain a merit-based, 
competitive funding process to support non-Federal 
assets, including the development and maintenance 
of a national network of regional coastal observing 
systems, and develop and implement a process for the 
periodic review and evaluation of the regional associa-
tions; 

‘‘(vi) provide opportunities for competitive contracts 
and grants for demonstration projects to design, 
develop, integrate, deploy, maintain, and support 
components of the System; 

‘‘(vii) establish and maintain efficient and effective 
administrative procedures for the timely allocation of 
funds among contractors, grantees, and non-Federal 
assets, including regional coastal observing systems; 

‘‘(viii) develop and implement a process for the 
periodic review and evaluation of the regional coastal 
observing systems; 

‘‘(ix) formulate an annual process by which gaps 
in observation coverage or needs for capital improve-
ments of Federal assets and non-Federal assets of the 
System are— 

‘‘(I) identified by the regional associations 
described in the System Plan, the Administrator, 
or other members of the System; and 

‘‘(II) submitted to the Interagency Ocean 
Observation Committee; 
‘‘(x) develop and be responsible for a data manage-

ment and communication system, in accordance with 
standards and protocols established by the Interagency 
Ocean Observation Committee, by which all data col-
lected by the System regarding ocean and coastal 
waters of the United States including the Great Lakes, 
are processed, stored, integrated, and made available 
to all end-user communities; 

Review. 
Evaluation. 

Procedures. 

Certification. 
Guidelines. 
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134 STAT. 3337 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(xi) not less frequently than once each year, 
submit to the Interagency Ocean Observation Com-
mittee a report on the accomplishments, operational 
needs, and performance of the System to contribute 
to the annual and long-term plans prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (2)(B)(i); 

‘‘(xii) develop and periodically update a plan to 
efficiently integrate into the System new, innovative, 
or emerging technologies that have been demonstrated 
to be useful to the System and which will fulfill the 
purposes of this subtitle and the System Plan; and 

‘‘(xiii) work with users and regional associations 
to develop products to enable real-time data sharing 
for decision makers, including with respect to weather 
forecasting and modeling, search and rescue oper-
ations, corrosive seawater forecasts, water quality mon-
itoring and communication, and harmful algal bloom 
forecasting. 

‘‘(4) REGIONAL COASTAL OBSERVING SYSTEMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A regional coastal observing system 

described in the System Plan as a regional association 
may not be certified or established under this subtitle 
unless it— 

‘‘(i) has been or shall be certified or established 
by contract or agreement by the Administrator; 

‘‘(ii) meets— 
‘‘(I) the certification standards and compliance 

procedure guidelines issued by the Administrator; 
and 

‘‘(II) the information needs of user groups in 
the region while adhering to national standards; 
‘‘(iii) demonstrates an organizational structure, 

that under funding limitations is capable of— 
‘‘(I) gathering required System observation 

data; 
‘‘(II) supporting and integrating all aspects of 

coastal and ocean observing and information pro-
grams within a region; and 

‘‘(III) reflecting the needs of State, local, and 
tribal governments, commercial interests, and 
other users and beneficiaries of the System and 
other requirements specified under this subtitle 
and the System Plan; 
‘‘(iv) identifies— 

‘‘(I) gaps in observation coverage needs for 
capital improvements of Federal assets and non- 
Federal assets of the System; and 

‘‘(II) other recommendations to assist in the 
development of the annual and long-term plans 
prepared pursuant to paragraph (2)(B)(i) and 
transmits such information to the Interagency 
Ocean Observation Committee through the Pro-
gram Office established under paragraph (3)(C)(i); 
‘‘(v) develops and operates under a strategic plan 

that will ensure the efficient and effective administra-
tion of programs and assets to support daily data 

Strategic plan. 

Recommenda- 
tions. 

Update. 
Plan. 

Reports. 
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134 STAT. 3338 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

observations for integration into the System, pursuant 
to the standards approved by the Council; 

‘‘(vi) works cooperatively with governmental and 
nongovernmental entities at all levels to identify and 
provide information products of the System for multiple 
users within the service area of the regional coastal 
observing system; and 

‘‘(vii) complies with all financial oversight require-
ments established by the Administrator, including 
requirements relating to audits. 
‘‘(B) PARTICIPATION.—For the purposes of this subtitle, 

employees of Federal agencies are permitted to be members 
of the governing body for the regional coastal observing 
systems and may participate in the functions of the regional 
coastal observing systems.’’. 

(c) SYSTEM ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Section 12304(d) of the 
Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 
(33 U.S.C. 3603(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or the Interagency Ocean 
Observing Committee.’’ and inserting ‘‘or the Council under 
this subtitle’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, data sharing,’’ 

after ‘‘data management’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(C) by striking subparagraph (D) and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(D) additional priorities, including— 

‘‘(i) a national surface current mapping network 
designed to improve fine scale sea surface mapping 
using high frequency radar technology and other 
emerging technologies to address national priorities, 
including Coast Guard search and rescue operation 
planning and harmful algal bloom forecasting and 
detection that— 

‘‘(I) is comprised of existing high frequency 
radar and other sea surface current mapping infra-
structure operated by national programs and 
regional coastal observing systems; 

‘‘(II) incorporates new high frequency radar 
assets or other fine scale sea surface mapping 
technology assets, and other assets needed to fill 
gaps in coverage on United States coastlines; and 

‘‘(III) follows a deployment plan that 
prioritizes closing gaps in high frequency radar 
infrastructure in the United States, starting with 
areas demonstrating significant sea surface cur-
rent data needs, especially in areas where addi-
tional data will improve Coast Guard search and 
rescue models; 
‘‘(ii) fleet acquisition for unmanned maritime sys-

tems for deployment and data integration to fulfill 
the purposes of this subtitle; 

‘‘(iii) an integrative survey program for application 
of unmanned maritime systems to the real-time or 
near real-time collection and transmission of sea floor, 

Compliance. 
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134 STAT. 3339 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

water column, and sea surface data on biology, chem-
istry, geology, physics, and hydrography; 

‘‘(iv) remote sensing and data assimilation to 
develop new analytical methodologies to assimilate 
data from the System into hydrodynamic models; 

‘‘(v) integrated, multi-State monitoring to assess 
sources, movement, and fate of sediments in coastal 
regions; 

‘‘(vi) a multi-region marine sound monitoring 
system to be— 

‘‘(I) planned in consultation with the Inter-
agency Ocean Observation Committee, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
the Department of the Navy, and academic 
research institutions; and 

‘‘(II) developed, installed, and operated in 
coordination with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the Department of 
the Navy, and academic research institutions; and 

‘‘(E) any other purpose identified by the Administrator 
or the Council.’’; 

(D) in paragraph (3)(B), by inserting ‘‘The Adminis-
trator may stagger the terms of the System advisory com-
mittee members.’’ before ‘‘Members’’; and 

(E) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and the Inter-

agency Ocean Observing Committee’’; and 
(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘Observing’’ 

and inserting ‘‘Observation’’. 
(d) CIVIL LIABILITY.—Section 12304(e) of the Integrated Coastal 

and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3603(e)) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘information coordination entity’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘coastal observing system’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘contract, lease, grant, or cooperative agree-
ment under subsection (c)(3)(D)’’ and inserting ‘‘a memorandum 
of agreement of certification under subsection (c)(3)(C)(iii)’’. 
(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Integrated Coastal and 

Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) 
is amended by striking ‘‘regional information coordination entities’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘regional coastal observing 
systems’’. 

SEC. 104. FINANCING AND AGREEMENTS. 

Section 12305(a) of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observa-
tion System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3604(a)) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce may execute 
an agreement, on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable basis, with 
any State or subdivision thereof, any Federal agency, any public 
or private organization, or any individual to carry out activities 
under this subtitle.’’. 

SEC. 105. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

Section 12307 of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation 
System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3606) is amended to read as follows: 

Consultation. 
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134 STAT. 3340 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘SEC. 12307. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than March 30, 2022, and every 
5 years thereafter, the Administrator shall prepare, and the Presi-
dent acting through the Council shall approve and transmit to 
Congress, a report on progress made in implementing this subtitle. 

‘‘(b) CONTENTS.—Each report required under subsection (a) 
shall include— 

‘‘(1) a description of activities carried out under this subtitle 
and the System Plan; 

‘‘(2) an evaluation of the effectiveness of the System, 
including an evaluation of progress made by the Council to 
achieve the goals identified under the System Plan; 

‘‘(3) the identification of Federal and non-Federal assets 
as determined by the Council that have been integrated into 
the System, including assets essential to the gathering of 
required observation data variables necessary to meet the 
respective missions of Council agencies; 

‘‘(4) a review of procurements, planned or initiated, by 
each department or agency represented on the Council to 
enhance, expand, or modernize the observation capabilities and 
data products provided by the System, including data manage-
ment and communication subsystems; 

‘‘(5) a summary of the existing gaps in observation infra-
structure and monitoring data collection, including— 

‘‘(A) priorities considered by the System advisory com-
mittee; 

‘‘(B) the national sea surface current mapping network; 
‘‘(C) coastal buoys; 
‘‘(D) ocean chemistry monitoring; 
‘‘(E) marine sound monitoring; and 
‘‘(F) unmanned maritime systems technology gaps; 

‘‘(6) an assessment regarding activities to integrate Federal 
and non-Federal assets, nationally and on the regional level, 
and discussion of the performance and effectiveness of regional 
coastal observing systems to coordinate regional observation 
operations; 

‘‘(7) a description of benefits of the program to users of 
data products resulting from the System (including the general 
public, industries, scientists, resource managers, emergency 
responders, policy makers, and educators); 

‘‘(8) recommendations, if any, concerning— 
‘‘(A) modifications to the System; and 
‘‘(B) funding levels for the System in subsequent fiscal 

years; and 
‘‘(9) the results of a periodic external independent pro-

grammatic audit of the System.’’. 
SEC. 106. PUBLIC-PRIVATE USE POLICY. 

Section 12308 of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation 
System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3607) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 12308. PUBLIC-PRIVATE USE POLICY. 

‘‘The Council shall maintain a policy that defines processes 
for making decisions about the roles of the Federal Government, 
the States, regional coastal observing systems, the academic commu-
nity, and the private sector in providing to end-user communities 
environmental information, products, technologies, and services 

Recommenda- 
tions. 

Assessment. 
Coordination. 

Summary. 

Review. 

Determination. 

Evaluation. 

Time period. 
President. 
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134 STAT. 3341 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

related to the System. The Administrator shall ensure that the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration adheres to the 
decision making process developed by the Council regarding the 
roles of the Federal Government, the States, the regional coastal 
observing systems, the academic community, and the private sector 
in providing end-user communities environmental information, data 
products, technologies, and services related to the System.’’. 
SEC. 107. REPEAL OF INDEPENDENT COST ESTIMATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observa-
tion System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) is amended by 
striking section 12309 (33 U.S.C. 3608). 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The table of contents 
in section 1(b) of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 
2009 (Public Law 111–11; 123 Stat. 991) is amended by striking 
the item related to section 12309. 
SEC. 108. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 12311 of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation 
System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3610) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 12311. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of 
Commerce to support the integrated oceans observations under 
this subtitle— 

‘‘(1) $48,000,000 for fiscal year 2021; 
‘‘(2) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2022; 
‘‘(3) $52,000,000 for fiscal year 2023; 
‘‘(4) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2024; and 
‘‘(5) $56,000,000 for fiscal year 2025.’’. 

SEC. 109. REPORTS AND RESEARCH PLANS. 

Section 12404(c) of the Federal Ocean Acidification Research 
And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3703(c)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(4) ECONOMIC VULNERABILITY REPORT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the 

date of the enactment of the Coordinated Ocean Observa-
tions and Research Act of 2020, and every 6 years there-
after, the Subcommittee shall transmit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report that— 

‘‘(i) is named the ‘Ocean Chemistry Coastal 
Community Vulnerability Assessment’; 

‘‘(ii) identifies gaps in ocean acidification moni-
toring by public, academic, and private assets in the 
network of regional coastal observing systems; 

‘‘(iii) identifies geographic areas which have gaps 
in ocean acidification research; 

‘‘(iv) identifies United States coastal communities, 
including island communities, fishing communities, 
low-population rural communities, tribal and subsist-
ence communities, and island communities, that may 
be impacted by ocean acidification; 

‘‘(v) identifies impacts of changing ocean carbonate 
chemistry on the communities described in clause (iv), 
including impacts from changes in ocean and coastal 
marine resources that are not managed by the Federal 
Government; 

Time period. 
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134 STAT. 3342 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(vi) identifies gaps in understanding of the 
impacts of ocean acidification on economically or 
commercially important species, particularly those 
which support United States commercial, recreational, 
and tribal fisheries and aquaculture; 

‘‘(vii) identifies habitats that may be particularly 
vulnerable to corrosive sea water, including areas 
experiencing multiple stressors such as hypoxia, sedi-
mentation, and harmful algal blooms; 

‘‘(viii) identifies areas in which existing National 
Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System 
assets, including unmanned maritime systems, may 
be leveraged as platforms for the deployment of new 
sensors or other applicable observing technologies; 

‘‘(ix) is written in collaboration with Federal agen-
cies responsible for carrying out this subtitle, including 
representatives of— 

‘‘(I) the National Marine Fisheries Service and 
the Office for Coastal Management of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; 

‘‘(II) regional coastal observing systems estab-
lished under section 12304(c)(4); 

‘‘(III) regional ocean acidification networks; 
and 

‘‘(IV) sea grant programs (as defined in section 
203 of the National Sea Grant College Program 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1122)); and 
‘‘(x) is written in consultation with experts, 

including subsistence users, academia, and stake-
holders familiar with the economic, social, ecological, 
geographic, and resource concerns of coastal commu-
nities in the United States. 
‘‘(B) FORM OF REPORT.— 

‘‘(i) INITIAL REPORT.—The initial report required 
under subparagraph (A) shall include the information 
described in clauses (i) through (viii) of that subpara-
graph on a national level. 

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—Each report required 
under subparagraph (A) after the initial report— 

‘‘(I) may describe the information described 
in clauses (i) through (viii) of that subparagraph 
on a national level; or 

‘‘(II) may consist of separate reports for each 
region of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
‘‘(iii) REGIONAL REPORTS.—If the Subcommittee 

opts to prepare a report required under subparagraph 
(A) as separate regional reports under clause (ii)(II), 
the Subcommittee shall submit a report for each region 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion not less frequently than once during each 6-year 
reporting period. 
‘‘(C) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 

DEFINED.—In this paragraph and in paragraph (5), the 
term ‘appropriate committees of Congress’ means the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 

Consultation. 
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of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives. 
‘‘(5) MONITORING PRIORITIZATION PLAN.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the submission of the initial report 
under paragraph (4)(A), the Subcommittee shall transmit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a report that develops 
a plan to deploy new sensors or other applicable observing 
technologies such as unmanned maritime systems— 

‘‘(A) based on such initial report; 
‘‘(B) prioritized by— 

‘‘(i) the threat to coastal economies and ecosystems; 
‘‘(ii) gaps in data; and 
‘‘(iii) research needs; and 

‘‘(C) that leverage existing platforms, where possible.’’. 
SEC. 110. STRATEGIC RESEARCH PLAN. 

(a) CONTENTS.—Section 12405(b) of the Federal Ocean Acidifica-
tion Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3704(b)) 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(2) in paragraph (9), by striking the period at the end 

and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(10) make recommendations for research to be conducted, 

including in the social sciences and economics, to address the 
key knowledge gaps identified in the Ocean Chemistry Coastal 
Community Vulnerability Assessment conducted under section 
12404(c)(4).’’. 
(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—Section 12405(c) of the Federal Ocean 

Acidification Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 
3704(c)) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(6) Research to understand the combined impact of 
changes in ocean chemistry and other stressors, including sedi-
ment delivery, hypoxia, and harmful algal blooms, on each 
other and on living marine resources, including aquaculture 
and coastal ecosystems. 

‘‘(7) Applied research to identify adaptation strategies for 
species impacted by changes in ocean chemistry including vege-
tation-based systems, shell recycling, species and genetic diver-
sity, applied technologies, aquaculture methodologies, and 
management recommendations.’’. 
(c) PARTICIPATION.—Section 12405(e) of the Federal Ocean 

Acidification Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 
3704(e)) is amended in the first sentence by inserting ‘‘, tribal 
governments, and subsistence users’’ after ‘‘groups’’. 

(d) REVISED STRATEGIC RESEARCH PLAN.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Joint Sub-
committee on Ocean Science and Technology of the National Science 
and Technology Council shall submit to Congress a revised strategic 
research plan under section 12405 of the Federal Ocean Acidifica-
tion Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3704) that 
includes the matters required by the amendments made by this 
section. 
SEC. 111. STAKEHOLDER INPUT ON MONITORING. 

Section 12406(a) of the Federal Ocean Acidification Research 
And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3705(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 

Deadline. 
33 USC 3704 
note. 

Recommenda- 
tions. 
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134 STAT. 3344 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at the end 
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) includes an ongoing mechanism that allows industry 

members, coastal stakeholders, fishery management councils 
and commissions, non-Federal resource managers, community 
acidification networks, indigenous knowledge groups, and sci-
entific experts to provide input on monitoring needs that are 
necessary to support on the ground management, decision 
making, and adaptation related to ocean acidification and its 
impacts.’’. 

SEC. 112. RESEARCH ACTIVITIES. 

Section 12407(a) of the Federal Ocean Acidification Research 
And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3706(a)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.—The Director of the National 
Science Foundation shall continue to carry out research activities 
on ocean acidification which shall support competitive, merit-based, 
peer-reviewed proposals for research, observation, and monitoring 
of ocean acidification and its impacts, including— 

‘‘(1) impacts on marine organisms, including species cul-
tured for aquaculture, and marine ecosystems; 

‘‘(2) impacts on ocean, coastal, and estuarine biogeo-
chemistry; 

‘‘(3) the development of methodologies and technologies 
to evaluate ocean acidification and its impacts; and 

‘‘(4) impacts of multiple stressors on ecosystems exhibiting 
hypoxia, harmful algal blooms, or sediment delivery, combined 
with changes in ocean chemistry.’’. 

TITLE II—NAMED STORM EVENT 
MODEL AND POST-STORM ASSESS-
MENTS 

SEC. 201. NAMED STORM EVENT MODEL AND POST-STORM ASSESS-
MENTS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO THE OMNIBUS PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT 
ACT OF 2009.—Section 12312 of the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3611) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at the 

end and inserting the following: ‘‘, except that the term 
shall not apply with respect to a State or territory that 
has an operational wind and flood loss allocation system.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (6), by inserting ‘‘sustained’’ before 
‘‘winds’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘that threaten any 
portion of a coastal State’’ and inserting ‘‘for which post- 
storm assessments are conducted’’; 
(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 

(I) by striking ‘‘540 days after the date of 
the enactment of the Consumer Option for an 
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134 STAT. 3345 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

Alternative System to Allocate Losses Act of 2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2020’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘by regulation’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘every’’ and 

inserting ‘‘an’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(C) PUBLIC REVIEW.—The Administrator shall seek 
input and suggestions from the public before the Named 
Storm Event Model, or any modification to the Named 
Storm Event Model, takes effect.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and (C) 

as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respectively; 
(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(B) DATA COLLECTION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Upon identification of a named 
storm under subparagraph (A), and pursuant to the 
protocol established under subsection (c), the Adminis-
trator may deploy sensors to enhance the collection 
of covered data in the areas in coastal States that 
the Administrator determines are at the highest risk 
of experiencing geophysical events that would cause 
indeterminate losses. 

‘‘(ii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If the Administrator 
takes action under clause (i), that action may not be 
construed as indicating that a post-storm assessment 
will be developed for any coastal State in which that 
action is taken. 
‘‘(C) IDENTIFICATION OF INDETERMINATE LOSSES IN 

COASTAL STATES.—Not later than 30 days after the first 
date on which sustained winds of not less than 39 miles 
per hour are measured in a coastal State during a named 
storm identified under subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall notify the Administrator with 
respect to the existence of any indeterminate losses in 
that coastal State resulting from that named storm.’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (D), as so redesignated— 
(I) by striking ‘‘identification of a named storm 

under subparagraph (A)’’ and inserting ‘‘confirma-
tion of indeterminate losses identified under 
subparagraph (C) with respect to a named storm’’; 
and 

(II) by striking ‘‘assessment for such named 
storm’’ and inserting ‘‘assessment for each coastal 
State that suffered such indeterminate losses as 
a result of the named storm’’; 
(iv) in subparagraph (E), as so redesignated— 

(I) by striking ‘‘an identification of a named 
storm is made under subparagraph (A)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘any indeterminate losses are identified 
under subparagraph (C)’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘for such storm under subpara-
graph (B)’’ and inserting ‘‘under subparagraph (D) 
for any coastal State that suffered such indetermi-
nate losses’’; and 
(v) by adding at the end the following: 

Deadline. 
Notification. 

Determination. 
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134 STAT. 3346 PUBLIC LAW 116–271—DEC. 31, 2020 

‘‘(F) SEPARATE POST-STORM ASSESSMENTS FOR A SINGLE 
NAMED STORM.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may conduct 
a separate post-storm assessment for each coastal State 
in which indeterminate losses are identified under 
subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(ii) TIMELINE.—If the Administrator conducts a 
separate post-storm assessment under clause (i), the 
Administrator shall complete the assessment based on 
the dates of actions that the Administrator takes under 
subparagraph (D).’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘540 days after the 

date of the enactment of the Consumer Option for an 
Alternative System to Allocate Losses Act of 2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2020’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘, in the discretion 
of the Administrator,’’ after ‘‘of sensors as may’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (4)(B), by inserting ‘‘and expend’’ 
after ‘‘receive’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE ACT 
OF 1968.—Section 1337 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 4057) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at the 

end and inserting the following: ‘‘, except that the term 
shall not apply with respect to a State or territory that 
has an operational wind and flood loss allocation system.’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘sustained’’ after 
‘‘maximum’’; 
(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘establish by rule’’ 
and inserting ‘‘publish for comment in the Federal Reg-
ister’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(B), by inserting after ‘‘Elevation 
Certificate’’ the following: ‘‘, or other data or information 
used to determine a property’s current risk of flood, as 
determined by the Administrator,’’; 
(3) in subsection (c)(3)(A)(i), by striking ‘‘the issuance of 

the rule establishing the COASTAL Formula’’ and inserting 
‘‘publication of the COASTAL Formula in the Federal Register 
as required by subsection (b)(1)’’; 

(4) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘section 12312(b)(2)(C)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 12312(b)(2)(E)’’; 

(5) in subsection (h)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘that issues a standard flood insurance 

policy under the national flood insurance program’’ after 
‘‘company’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘or the COASTAL Formula’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, the COASTAL Formula, or any other loss 
allocation or post-storm assessment arising under the laws 
or ordinances of any State’’; 
(6) in subsection (i), by striking ‘‘after the date on which 

the Administrator issues the rule establishing the COASTAL 
Formula under subsection (b)’’ and inserting ‘‘60 days after 

Deadline. 
Federal Register, 
publication. 

Federal Register, 
publication. 

Determination. 
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publication of the COASTAL Formula in the Federal Register 
as required by subsection (b)(1)’’; and 

(7) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(k) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall 

be construed to create a cause of action under this Act.’’. 

TITLE III—WATER PREDICTION AND 
FORECASTING 

SEC. 301. WATER PREDICTION AND FORECASTING. 

(a) NATIONAL WATER CENTER.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Oceans and Atmosphere shall establish a center— 

(i) to serve as the research and operational center 
of excellence for hydrologic analyses, forecasting, and 
related decision support services within the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the 
National Weather Service; and 

(ii) to facilitate collaboration across Federal and 
State departments and agencies, academia, and the 
private sector on matters relating to water resources. 
(B) DESIGNATION.—The center established under 

subparagraph (A) shall be known as the ‘‘National Water 
Center’’. 
(2) FUNCTIONS.—The functions of the National Water 

Center shall include the following: 
(A) Improving understanding of water resources, stake-

holder needs regarding water resources, and identifying 
science and services gaps relating to water resources. 

(B) Developing and implementing advanced water 
resources modeling capabilities. 

(C) Facilitating the transition of hydrologic research 
into operations. 

(D) Delivering analyses, forecasts, and inundation 
information and guidance for all hydrologic events in the 
United States, including flash flooding, riverine flooding, 
and water resources outlooks. 

(E) In coordination with warning coordination mete-
orologists, providing decision-support services to inform 
emergency management and water resources decisions. 

(b) NATIONAL INSTRUCTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the date 

of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary, acting 
through the Director of the National Weather Service, shall 
make public an operations and services policy directive for 
the National Water Center. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The directive required by paragraph (1) 
shall include national instructions to perform the functions 
of the National Water Center, including the following: 

(A) Operational staff responsibilities. 
(B) Guidelines for content, format, and provision of 

hydrologic and inundation products developed by the 
National Water Center. 

(C) Procedures for cooperation and coordination 
between the National Water Center, the National Weather 

Procedures. 

Guidelines. 

Deadline. 
Public 
information. 

Coordination. 

42 USC 10371. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 914: 
SENATE REPORTS: No. 116–168 (Comm. on Commerce, Science, and Transporta-

tion). 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 166 (2020): 

July 30, considered and passed Senate. 
Dec. 3, considered and passed House, amended. 
Dec. 16, Senate concurred in House amendment. 

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2020): 
Dec. 31, Presidential statement. 

Æ 

Service National Centers for Environmental Prediction, 
National Weather Service River Forecast Centers, and 
National Weather Service Weather Forecast Offices. 

(c) TOTAL WATER PREDICTION.—The Under Secretary, acting 
through the Director of the Office of Water Prediction of the 
National Weather Service, shall— 

(1) initiate and lead research and development activities 
to develop operational water resource prediction and related 
decision support products; 

(2) collaborate with, and provide decision support regarding 
total water prediction to— 

(A) the relevant Federal agencies represented on the 
National Science and Technology Council, Committee on 
Environment, Natural Resources, and Sustainability and 
the Subcommittee on Disaster Reduction; 

(B) State water resource agencies; and 
(C) State and local emergency management agencies; 

and 
(3) in carrying out the responsibilities described in para-

graphs (1) and (2), collaboratively develop capabilities necessary 
for total water predictive capacity, including observations, mod-
eling, data management, supercomputing, social science, and 
communications. 
(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized 

to be appropriated to carry out the activities under this section 
amounts as follows: 

(1) $44,500,000 for fiscal year 2021. 
(2) $45,000,000 for fiscal year 2022. 
(3) $45,500,000 for fiscal year 2023. 
(4) $46,000,000 for fiscal year 2024. 

(e) DERIVATION OF FUNDS.—Funds to carry out this section 
shall be derived from amounts authorized to be appropriated to 
the National Weather Service and the National Ocean Service that 
are enacted after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

Approved December 31, 2020. 
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APPENDIX C 
Executive Director Signature Authorities 



NPRB and AOOS Signature Authorization Policy 
Effective April 24, 2017 

Edited April 1, 2022 
 
All payment related items require proper authorization.  The completed payment request 
document (check request, travel advance, travel expense report, PO, Invoice, etc.) must be signed 
by the NPRB or AOOS Executive Director unless it falls into the following categories: 
 
If the requestor is the NPRB or AOOS Executive Director, the payment item must also be signed 
by two fiscal agent staff members.  

 
1. Routine office invoices from specified vendors will be split 50% NPRB and 50% AOOS and 

can be approved by two fiscal agent staff members. The current vendor list includes:  
 Green Connection 
 Alaska Pure Water Products 
 Xerox  
 Quadient (formally NeoPost mail finance Inc) 
 Alaska Pacific Environmental (Alaska Waste) 
 GCI (Internet) 
 Voxtelesys (phone system) 
 Stonebridge (Earth Web Technologies - phone services) 

2. Routine invoices from specified vendors can be approved by two fiscal agent staff members. 
The current vendor list includes: 

 Joseph Brotherton (rent) NPRB/UAF/AOOS 
 Stonebridge (Earth Web Technologies - separate service agreements)  

NPRB/AOOS 
 

3. For invoices from subaward recipients for which payment does not exceed authorized 
budgets, the signed subaward agreement constitutes authorization to pay by the NPRB or 
AOOS Executive Director.  Such subaward invoices must be approved by two fiscal agent 
staff members. 

 
North Pacific Research Board 
 
 
_________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
Lynn Palensky 
Executive Director 
 
 
Alaska Ocean Observing System 
 
 
_________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
Sheyna Wisdom 
Executive Director 
 
Seward Association for the Advancement of Marine Science 
dba Alaska SeaLife Center 
Fiscal Agent for North Pacific Research Board and Alaska Ocean Observing System 
 
 
 
_________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
Dr. Tara L. Riemer  
President and CEO 
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Conflict of Interest Policy Adopted 2010 
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AOOS Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality Policies 

 Adopted May 11, 2010  
 

BACKGROUND 
As a general rule, AOOS is not intended to be an organization that regularly provides 
competitive grants for coastal and ocean monitoring.  Rather, AOOS staff and the board have 
used  the ocean observing community and stakeholders to identify needs for observations, 
models and products, worked with those investigators and entities that are most likely to be able 
to do the work, and included a suite of investigators into a comprehensive proposal that seeks 
funding through an open competition managed by NOAA.  The final projects included in that 
comprehensive program are reviewed by advisory panels and eventually approved by the AOOS 
board. 
 
As the program matures and certain components of the program become more established, the 
AOOS Board may decide to hold open competitions for certain components of the program, 
especially if there are a variety of investigators and entities which could do the actual work.  
Such is the case with the AOOS data management services, for which an open competition was 
held in 2010. 
 
To guide advisory committee and review panel recommendations and final decision-making by 
the AOOS Board, the following conflict of interest and confidentiality policies were adopted by 
the Board on May 11, 2010. They are similar to ones adopted by the North Pacific Research 
Board and the North Pacific Fishery Management Council. 
 
Conflict of Interest Policy for AOOS Board Members 
 
AOOS Board Members must recuse themselves from voting under three circumstances: 

1) On approval of funding for a project for which the Board Member is a principal 
investigator or collaborator whose resume is included as a part of the project; 

2) If the decision would have a significant and predictable effect on their financial interest; 
or 

3) If the Board member believes he/she has a conflict of interest. 
AOOS Board Members who recuse themselves from voting are still permitted to participate in 
discussion of the issue. 
 
Examples of instances covered under 3) above include 

• Current employment with the institution of the applicant receiving funds; 
• Ownership of the institution’s securities or evidence of debt; 
• Known family or marriage relationship, if relationship is with investigator or collaborator 

whose resume is included as part of project; and 
• Business or professional relationship with investigator or collaborator whose resume is 

included as part of project. 
The organizational level of involvement in the institution described above would affect the 
potential for conflict, but should be determined by the individual Board Member. For example, if 
the Alaska Sea Grant Program Board Member, an employee of the University of Alaska, was 
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voting on a decision affecting funding for the University of Alaska, the potential for conflict 
should be noted, but the Board Member should determine if it is sufficient to result in recusal. 
 
The AOOS Board may determine by majority vote if the Board Member does or does not have a 
conflict if the conflict is not clear. 
 
Conflict of Interest Policy for AOOS Advisory Committee Members and Independent 
Reviewers 
  
AOOS Advisory Committee members and independent reviewers should consider potential 
conflict situations that may arise in their review of projects being considered for funding and in 
other activities related to their activities. An individual may serve on advisory committees 
despite a personal conflict, but must recuse him/herself from voting under three broad affiliations 
characterized below. The member may remain in the meeting for discussion purposes for all 
affiliations except item 2, bullet 4, wherein the member must leave the room during discussions 
and voting. Independent reviewers should recuse themselves from evaluating proposals if any of 
the following circumstances apply.  
1. Affiliation with an Applicant Institution or Institution Proposed to Receive Funding 

• Current employment at the applicant institution or agency within the specific department of 
the applicant, or being considered for employment in that department  

• Ownership of the institution’s securities or other evidences of debt  
• Current membership on a visiting committee or similar body that directly relates to the 

proposal.  
• Current enrollment as a student at a department or school submitting a proposal if the 

proposed project will be of direct professional or financial benefit. 
• Received and retained an honorarium or award related to work or activities in the specific 

department of the applicant within the last 12 months  
 
2. Affiliation with an Investigator, Project Director, or Other Person with Personal Interest in the 
Proposal or Project Proposed to Receive Funding 

• Known family or marriage relationship, if relationship is with a principal investigator, 
collaborator (if curriculum vitae is included in proposal) or project director  

• Business or professional partnership  
• Past or present association as major thesis/dissertation advisor or thesis/dissertation student 

to one of the principal investigators  
• Advisory committee member is a principal investigator on a proposal or is listed as a 

collaborator and a curriculum vitae is included in the proposal package (for this case 
only, the panel member must leave the room during discussion and voting on that 
particular proposed project)  

• Reviewers who have submitted a proposed project may be called on to review other 
proposals, but only if there is a shortage of available reviewers.  

 
3. Other Affiliations or Relationships 

• Interests of the following persons must be treated as if they were that of the Advisory 
Committee member or technical reviewer: any affiliation or relationship of member’s 
spouse or minor child or sibling, of a relative living in the immediate household or of 
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anyone who is legally a partner of the member, that would be covered by the affiliations 
listed above  

• Other relationship, such as a very close personal friendship or open antagonism that might 
tend to affect a member’s judgment or be seen as doing so by a reasonable person 
familiar with the relationship  

 
Confidentiality of Documents and Restriction on Contact Policy for AOOS Board 
Members, Advisory Committee Members, and Reviewers 

 
Following any open competition, unfunded project proposals will remain proprietary and 
confidential, though the title, author, requested funding amount, performance period, and 
proposal summary page will be made available to the public. Proposals and materials from 
unfunded proposals must not be copied, quoted or otherwise disclosed by committee and board 
members and any reviewers outside official review panels, advisory committee or board 
meetings. Committee and board members and reviewers must not retain copies of proposals in 
full or part, after completing the review process. They must not contact the originators of 
proposals under review concerning any aspect of the contents, without AOOS approval. 

Once a project proposal has been approved by the AOOS board, the final approved version of the 
full proposal shall be made public.	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX E 
Fiscal Sponsor Agreement FY23 



1 
 

 
 
                                                                    
 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
 
Between Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS) and the Seward Association for the 
Advancement of Marine Science doing business as the Alaska SeaLife Center (ASLC). 
 
RE: Agreement to use Alaska SeaLife Center to provide fiscal sponsorship services to the 
Alaska Ocean Observing System. 
 
I.  BACKGROUND 

A. The Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS) is the Integrated Ocean Observing 
System regional association for the Alaska region, operating under a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) adopted by member organizations. The 
Seward Association for the Advancement of Marine Science (SAAMS), doing 
business as the Alaska SeaLife Center (ASLC), is a private non-profit organization 
operating a marine science facility in Seward, Alaska, and one of the founding 
members of AOOS and signatory to the AOOS MOA.    

B. Since 2003 the ASLC has provided administrative and fiscal support services to 
AOOS, operating under informal agreements, and most recently, letters of 
agreement.  

C. This Memorandum of Agreement, upon approval by the AOOS Board of Directors 
and the ASLC, supersedes all other agreements between AOOS and ASLC. 

D. This agreement may be terminated by either party with 120-day notice. 
  

II. The Alaska SeaLife Center agrees to: 
A. Provide fiscal sponsorship for AOOS as described in this MOA for the period July 1, 

2022 through June 30, 2023.   
B. Employ those staff working exclusively on AOOS efforts and projects as employees 

of ASLC. Unless otherwise agreed by the ASLC and AOOS Boards those employees 
will continue to be tasked solely with AOOS duties. The AOOS Director reports 
directly to the AOOS Board for all strategic decision making.  The AOOS Director will 
act on tactical and day to day operations as advised by the AOOS Board.  The AOOS 
staff report directly to the AOOS Executive Director.  

C. Provide fiscal, human resources, and other services for AOOS as described in 
Attachment A. 

 
III. The Alaska Ocean Observing System agrees to: 

A. Provide the responsibilities and services described in Attachment A. 
B. Pay fees on a monthly basis to ASLC for such services.  
 
 1. For the primary NOAA cooperative agreement and for ASLC support in 

development, review and submission of other grant proposals, the annual rate will 
be $142,260 beginning July 1, 2022 with a 3% increase for subsequent annual 
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contract renewals, which will include any amendments to the primary NOAA 
cooperative agreement that are considered core AOOS activities.   

 
 3. For other contracts and awards (including non-core projects that are part of the 

NOAA cooperative agreement but not part of the IOOSREG draw line), AOOS will 
include fiscal agent fees of 5% of direct costs if the award amount exceeds $100,000; 
includes more than 75% of total costs as subawards and/or contracts; and the 
average size of those subawards/contracts is at least $45,000.    

 
 4. The fee will be 10% of direct costs for all other contracts or awards.   
 
 5. The minimum fiscal agent fee on any contract or award will be $1000. 
 
C. Adhere to financial and personnel policies and procedures as established.  

 
IV. This agreement can be amended with both parties’ concurrence at any time. 
 
V. Signatures 
 
Alaska Ocean Observing System 
 
 
 
     /         /    
Sheyna Wisdom       Date   Katrina Hoffman      Date 
Executive Director     Board Chair 
 
 
Seward Association for the Advancement of Marine Science  

dba Alaska SeaLife Center 
 
 
     /         /    
Tara L. Riemer, Ph.D.       Date  Terry S. Lauck       Date 
President and CEO     Chair, Board of Directors 
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ATTACHMENT A: AOOS and ASLC responsibilities 
 

FUNCTION AOOS RESPONSIBILITIES ASLC RESPONSIBILITIES 
   
General Provide programmatic oversight 

for all AOOS activities and 
programs. 
AOOS board provides oversight 
of Executive Director, including 
hiring, compensation, benefits, 
evaluation and contractual terms. 
AOOS Executive Director 
oversees all other staff and 
staffing levels. 
Adhere to established policies 
and procedures. 
Suggest changes in policies and 
procedures as appropriate. 
Consult on accounting and grants 
management policies and 
procedures established by ASLC. 
 

Establish administrative 
policies and procedures related 
to accounting, grants 
management, and personnel. 
Maintain all documents in 
accordance with ASLC grant 
document retention policies. 
Acknowledge all inquiries on a 
timely basis. 
Key fiscal agent staff be 
available for in-person 
meetings in Anchorage at least 
twice a year OR via distance 
video communication service. 

Accounts Payable Establish contact person for 
payable questions. 
Define signature authority for all 
invoices and reimbursements. 
Collect, organize, review, code 
and authorize vendor invoices, 
travel reimbursements and other 
payables. 
Reconcile credit card statements 
on monthly basis. 
Ensure appropriate 
documentation is attached to 
invoices. 
 

Establish policies and 
procedures for Accounts 
Payable. 
Establish contact person for 
payable questions. 
Review invoices, coding and 
backup. 
Process payments. 
Prepare required 1099 forms at 
year end. 

Personnel: payroll,  
HR Support 

Adhere to AOOS personnel 
policies and procedures as 
clearly identified to staff. 
Keep human resources staff 
informed of hiring needs and 
plans. 
Collect and organize new hire 
information, including 
compensation. 
Conduct annual personnel 
evaluations and submit to ASLC. 
Collect and submit biweekly 
timesheets. 
Work with benefit plan 
administrators on enrollment 
and benefit issues. 
Pay any legal costs associated 
with personnel issues regarding 

AOOS staff. 

Establish on personnel policies 
and procedures. 
Advise on new hire process. 
Process new hire information in 
timely manner. 
Maintain official personnel 
records. 
Provide payroll administration. 
Review timesheets and process 
payment. 
Track annual leave usage and 
earnings. 
Prepare W-2 forms at year end. 
Ensure all employees have 
current information about 
benefit package. 
Provide training and guidance 
on any personnel issues. 
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ASLC is responsible for all 
hiring, discipline, termination, 
benefits and administration of 
staff assigned to AOOS but 
except under exigent 
circumstances will take no 
specific actions with regard to 
those employees without first 
conferring with the AOOS 
Executive Director and as 
appropriate the AOOS Board of 
Directors. 

Accounts Receivable Ensure all invoicing information 
and coding is sent to ASLC. 
 

Establish policies and 
procedures for Accounts 
Receivable. 
Collect and process receivables, 
including draw-down or 
invoicing of grant receivables. 
 

Cash management Forward any payments to ASLC 
upon receipt. 

Maintain bank accounts to 
accept receivables and process 
payables.  
Provide short-term cash 
advances when payables must 
be processed prior to receipt of 
grant funding to cover those 
expenses. 
 

Grant Reporting: financial Prepare annual budgets. 
Review monthly financial 
reports. 
Approve any financial transfers 
or budget amendments. 

Provide information on 
monthly expenditures from 
financial reporting software. 
Prepare and submit financial 
reports per grant requirements. 
Review any financial transfers 
or budget amendments. 
 

Grant Reporting: 
programmatic 

Prepare grant reports. 
Submit reports within 
established deadlines. 

Make AOOS aware of pending 
reporting deadlines. 
Assist in submission of reports 
as requested. 
 

Annual audit Provide funds for annual audit, 
including prorated portion of 
travel expenses. 
Be available during audit to 
respond to questions from the 
auditors as needed. 
Review and approve audit drafts. 
 

Retain auditor and oversee 
annual audit per federal audit 
requirements. 
Provide auditor w/information 
needed to conduct audit. 
Respond to any audit issues.  

Pre-award grant functions Notify ASLC of pending proposal 
submissions as soon as identified 
by providing the request for 
proposals. 
Develop draft grant proposals, 
budgets and other proposal 

Assist with development of 
grant proposals and budgets. 
Review grant proposals for 
accuracy and completeness and 
submit on AOOS behalf. 
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documents and provide all drafts 
to ASLC for review preferably 
one week prior to submission 
deadlines, but no later than two 
days prior. 
 

Post-award grant functions Prepare drafts and review final 
agreements for subawards and 
contracts. 
Review subawardee reports, 
monitoring for appropriate 
progress towards deadlines and 
deliverables. 
Send letters to subawardees who 
are non-compliant and 
delinquent on financial reporting, 
as requested by ASLC. 

Oversee compliance with 
federal award conditions, 
federal and state laws, and 
audit requirements. 
Maintain complete set of grant 
files. 
Review drafts and assist with 
preparation of subawards and 
contracts. 
Monitor administrative and 
compliance aspects of 
subawards and contracts. 
Provide overall grant financial 
tracking, monitoring and 
reporting. 
Assist with award changes and 
special requests (e.g., 
international travel, no cost 
extensions) 
 

Office space and equipment Identify needs and provide funds 
for office space, parking and 
telephone and internet. 
Negotiate contracts for office 
space, parking and internet, 
currently as a sub lessee of NPRB.  
Provide these draft contracts to 
ASLC for review. 
Complete actual physical 
inventory of equipment as 
required. 
 

Maintain official equipment 
inventory records. 
Review draft contracts. 
Ensure physical equipment 
inventories are completed in 
accordance with grant 
requirements. 
 

Insurance Provide funds for workers 
compensation, D&O and general 
liability insurance.  Review draft 
policies. 

Obtain and oversee workers 
compensation, D&O and 
liability insurance policies. 
Processes claims on insurance 
policies. 
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APPENDIX F 
Board Member Expenses Policy Adopted 2022 



AOOS Board Reimbursement of Expenses Policy 

As approved at September 29, 2022 board meeting 

 

Reimbursement of AOOS Board Member Expenses 

Reimbursement for travel and associated expenses for all AOOS Board members will be 

reimbursed only for expenses in accordance with the Department of Defense policy and rates. 

For rates: http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/perdiemCalc.cfm. Meals provided as part of an 

event schedule are not reimbursable.  

 

These rules apply for these activities:  

● Travel and associated expenses for Board members to attend Board and Board committee 

meetings. 

● Travel and associated expenses for Board members to attend meetings or training which 

they are attending as a representative of the Board (such as IOOS meetings, congressional 

visits, stakeholder meetings). 

 

 

http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/perdiemCalc.cfm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G 
DEIA Policy Adopted 2022 



AOOS Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility Policy 

Approved at September 29, 2022 board meeting 

Definitions 

Diversity: Demographic representation and appreciation of individual, social, economic, and 

cultural differences. AOOS welcomes individuals of all ages, races, ethnicities, national origins, 

gender identities, sexual orientations, abilities, cultures, religions, citizenship statuses, marital 

statuses, education levels, job descriptions, veteran statuses, income, and socioeconomic statuses. 

Equity: A state, quality, or ideal of being fair and impartial. AOOS is committed to fair and 

impartial opportunities for all persons, and works to challenge and respond to bias, harassment, 

and discrimination. 

Inclusion: A state, quality, or ideal of being a part of a group or structure where the inherent 

worth and dignity of all people are recognized and respected. AOOS is committed to building 

inclusive programs that serve people with unique backgrounds, needs, perspectives and ways of 

knowing.  

Accessibility: The design, construction, development, and maintenance of ocean observing 

information and technology so that people can fully and independently access them. AOOS is 

committed to making ocean information available and accessible to all stakeholders.  

Policy 

AOOS recognizes the 22 distinct Alaska Native cultures and the 229 independent Alaska Native 

tribal governments of Alaska. Alaska Natives are the first peoples of Alaska and represent 

dynamic cultures. AOOS recognizes that Alaska is one of the most diverse states in the country, 

with residents who reflect varied and vibrant cultures, whether Alaskan-born or having settled 

here from other states, territories, and countries.  

AOOS does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, citizenship, age, 

sex, physical or mental disability, status as a protected veteran, marital status, changes in marital 

status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, parenthood, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, political affiliation, genetic information, or other legally protected status.  

AOOS commits to diversity, equity, and inclusion in carrying out our vision and values as a 

practice in organizational excellence through the following ways. In striving to meet these goals, 

AOOS staff and Board will: 

● Be welcoming and inclusive. 

● Attract, retain, and advance a diverse workforce and leadership. 

● Maintain accountability and transparency in our sustained focus on DEIA. 

● Support regular training and professional development on various aspects of DEIA. 

● Recognize and mitigate implicit bias in ourselves and our programming. 

● Provide programming that facilitates science-informed decision-making, and supports 

equitable access to available scientific information and data and relevant Indigenous 

and local knowledge. 

● Lead research that addresses topics of value to diverse communities, and includes 

interdisciplinary scientific approaches and multiple ways of knowing. 



● Promote research and program development funding inclusive of diverse and 

underrepresented applicants. 

● Provide accessible summaries of research to the public in an equitable manner, using 

appropriate communication methods, pending available resources. 

● Train and educate an environmentally literate and informed public that is inclusive 

and reflective of diverse populations. 

● Provide professional development and fellowship programs that prepare a next 

generation of decision-makers and environmental professionals that is reflective of 

diverse populations. 

● Create cross-cultural, equitable, and accessible information and communications 

products. 
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	The Board will normally meet in Anchorage, Alaska, but may choose to meet in other communities in Alaska or by teleconference or other virtual formats in order to broaden participation.
	H. AOOS Board Reimbursement of Expenses Policy

	The Board will be reimbursed for travel and meal costs per the Travel Reimbursement Policy provided as an appendix to this document.
	III. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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	1. All AOOS members shall sit on the AOOS Board of Directors.
	2. Each AOOS Member organization shall designate one Board representative and may designate one alternate voting representative.

	B. For AOOS Membership of 25 people or greater:

	The Members may continue to operate as the Board of Directors as a whole, or, upon majority vote, the Members may choose to elect a “subset” Board of Directors using procedures to be adopted by the Board at that time.
	C. Powers and Duties

	The AOOS Board will provide general oversight and policy guidance, ensure sustained support by the Parties, and approve implementing documents. The Board will also have the authority to:
	● Provide strategic guidance to the AOOS Executive Director;
	● Adopt and carry out a strategic plan, including a budget;
	● Design and operate with appropriate performance metrics a Regional Coastal Ocean Observing System for the AOOS region, as defined by the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS);
	● Establish priorities for funding;
	● Authorize the execution and acceptance of grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements and approve the distribution of funds in these agreements (through the Fiscal Agent);
	● Create ad hoc committees and external advisory bodies as needed;
	● Elect officers as needed;
	● Establish the policies of AOOS;
	● Adopt operating procedures and Terms of Reference for the Board, committees, and advisory bodies;
	● Provide AOOS representation to the IOOS Association;
	● Draft and propose further incorporation documents for AOOS if and when deemed appropriate; and
	● Carry out other such powers and responsibilities designated by law or by terms of agreement(s) between or among the parties comprising AOOS.
	IV. BOARD OF DIRECTOR OFFICERS
	A. Chair

	The Chair shall be responsible to the AOOS Board. The Chair shall be the principal officer of AOOS, Chair of the AOOS Board, and Chair of the Executive Committee, presiding at all meetings thereof. The Chair shall execute any instruments the Board aut...
	B. Vice-chair

	The Vice-chair shall be responsible to the AOOS Board and the Board Chair and shall act as meeting chair in the absence of the Chair and carry out other responsibilities of the Chair.
	C. Secretary

	The Secretary shall be responsible to the AOOS Board. He/she shall keep, or cause to be kept, minutes of the proceedings of the Board and see that all notices are duly given in accordance with the provisions of the MOA, AOOS operating procedures, or a...
	D. Treasurer

	The Treasurer shall be responsible to the AOOS Board. He/she shall interact with the Fiscal Agent on behalf of AOOS to account for monies to support the AOOS mission and operations. The Treasurer shall keep, or cause to be kept, accurate financial acc...
	E. Elections

	The Nominating Committee shall fill vacancies by presenting for Board consideration a slate of candidates that represent the broad diversity of the Membership. Board representatives may also nominate candidates. All candidates must be Board representa...
	F. Terms of Office

	All terms of office are for two years, or until such time as the office is otherwise filled by special election or action of the Board. Officers may serve consecutive terms.
	G. Resignation

	An officer may resign his/her position at any time upon written notice to the Chair.
	H. Vacancies

	A vacancy in any office occurring by reason of resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by majority vote of the Board. Individuals filling vacancies in accordance with this section shall serve for the remainder of the term vacated.
	V. EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
	A. The Executive Director and staff are the executive arms of AOOS.
	B. The Executive Director and staff will facilitate the work of AOOS.
	C. The Executive Director is authorized to sign documents on behalf of the Board consistent with the authorities attached as an appendix to this document.
	D. The Executive Director will be responsible to the AOOS Board. All other staff will be responsible to the Executive Director.
	E. Administrative and executive responsibilities of the Board’s officers may be delegated to the Executive Director.

	VI. COMMITTEES
	A. The standing committees include the Executive Committee and the Nominating Committee. Committee members must be members of the AOOS Board. Committee recommendations and/or decisions will be made by consensus and if necessary, simple majority vote.
	B. Executive Committee
	1. The Executive Committee is a subset of the AOOS Board and will be comprised of the Board’s Officers. A representative of the AOOS Fiscal Agent shall sit on the executive committee as an ex-officio member.
	2. The Board Chair will chair the Executive Committee.
	3. Committee meetings will proceed according to Robert’s Rules of Order.
	4. Powers and responsibilities


	a. The Executive Committee shall make assignments to the Nominating Committee.
	b. The Executive Committee, in consultation with the full Board, may make assignments to external Advisory Panels
	c. The Executive Committee shall take actions necessary for the functioning of AOOS in the intervals between Board meetings.
	d. The Executive Committee shall have all the authority of the AOOS Board other than to amend or repeal any resolution of the Board or the terms of the MOA.
	e. The Executive Committee shall have the authority to move forward with grant requests and approve implementation steps that are consistent with Board policies, priorities, and overall guidance.
	f. The Executive Committee shall serve as the Personnel Committee and have responsibility for the employment and evaluation of the Executive Director. All other staff are the responsibility of the Executive Director.
	C. Nominating Committee

	The Nominating Committee will oversee nominations for vacant Officer and Board positions. No present officer may be a member of this committee.
	VII. EXTERNAL ADVISORY PANELS
	A. Stakeholder/User Advisory Panels

	The Board may appoint Stakeholder/End user panel or panels to identify and engage end users and provide input on system development from observations to product development. If established, Terms of Reference for the panel or panels will be adopted by...
	B. Data Management and Communications Advisory Panel

	This advisory panel will design and advise on implementation of the AOOS regional data management and communications system. If established, Terms of Reference for the panel will be adopted by the Board and attached as an appendix to this document.
	C. Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel

	The Board may appoint a Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel or Panels on an ad hoc basis or to serve as a standing advisory body. Terms of Reference for the panel or panels will be adopted by the Board and attached as an appendix to this document.
	VIII. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT POLICY
	AOOS will rely on a variety of avenues to engage stakeholders and solicit recommendations and input and engage in two-way information sharing to inform into AOOS operations and decision-making, to be described in the AOOS Strategic Operating Plan and ...
	Engagement avenues include:
	● Communication pathways and forums of partner organizations and programs using the most relevant channels of communication;
	● Topic-specific groups of experts and partners;
	● Regionally focused meetings with key stakeholders;
	● Ongoing activities including presentations, scoping groups, user surveys and the feedback tab found on every data portal page.
	IX. DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION, AND ACCESSIBILITY POLICY
	A policy was adopted by the AOOS Board on September 29, 2022. This policy is attached as an appendix.
	X. FISCAL SPONSOR
	A. As per the AOOS MOA, AOOS will secure a fiscal sponsor from an appropriate entity in order to apply for grants and implement grant proposals, accept additional funds, as well as to accept any coordination funds from AOOS parties. The terms and cond...
	B. Through the fiscal sponsor, AOOS will receive and distribute AOOS-related funding and other resources from federal, state, other public agencies, foundation sources, corporations, and private donors, according to the identified priorities.

	XI. EQUIPMENT
	AOOS will manage and operate its system at the highest level in accordance with these policies:
	A. For all equipment owned by AOOS, follow the manufacturer’s standard operating procedures and any applicable national policies and/or guidelines for calibrating, validating, operating, and maintaining equipment; and
	B. For all equipment purchased through AOOS but owned and managed by external contractors, operate using best practices and calibrate, validate, operate, and maintain in accordance with manufacturing guidelines and/or national IOOS program guidelines ...

	XII. CIVIL LIABILITY
	Under the authorizing legislation (Public Law 111-11 "Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009," Subtitle C - Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observing System Act of 2009, Sections 12301 to 12311; Public Law 116-271 “Coordinated Ocean Observations and ...
	For purposes of determining liability arising from the dissemination and use of observation data gathered pursuant to this section, any non-Federal asset or regional information coordination entity incorporated into the System by contract, lease, gran...
	(f) Limitation: Nothing in this subtitle shall be construed to invalidate existing certifications, contracts, or agreements between regional information coordination entities and other elements of the System. Nothing in this subtitle supersedes or lim...
	XIII. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND RECUSAL
	Policy adopted by the AOOS Board on May 11, 2010 and attached as appendix.
	XIV. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION
	Policy may be developed.
	XV. COMPETITION WITHIN AOOS
	Policy may be developed.
	XVI. DUES
	No dues are assessed at this time. However, a policy may be adopted for accepting non-binding dues.
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