
Alaska Marine Policy Forum
Summary from Wednesday, October 19, 2022

Host: Sheyna Wisdom
Notes by Sheyna Wisdom and Molly Cain

The Alaska Marine Policy Forum is a bimonthly teleconference for Alaskans to network
and share information about marine policy, budgets, and legislation at state, national,
and international levels, sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant and the Alaska Ocean
Observing System (AOOS). Contact dawn.montano@alaska.edu to receive email
reminders and agendas for upcoming calls, and summary notes following each call.

Alaska Congressional Delegation Update
Sarah Pease, Senator Murkowski's Office

● Murkowski Unveils Working Waterfronts Framework released early this month. Soliciting
feedback from all Alaskans. Framework built up from previous consultations.

○ Includes things like boat ramps, ports, improving access to disaster funds,
improving maritime trades, promoting renewable projects.

○ Send feedback to: Working_Waterfronts@Murkowski.Senate.Gov by December
2, 2022.

● Murkowski’s BLUE GLOBE act
(https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/140) is in the current Senate
version of National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). This includes additional support
for eDNA research and Blue economy valuation through the nation.

Carina Nichols, Senator Sullivan’s Office
● State of Congress - House and Senate are in recess through election; will come back on

November 14. Then it will be a sprint to the finish line before the end of Congress.
Anything unfinished will need to start over in January. The focus will be appropriations
and NDAA.

● Getting a lot of outreach with Bering Sea crab closures. Pushing for emergency funding.
● Young Fisherman’s Development Act signed into law in 2020, there are great funding

opportunities through Sea Grant. For more information on FY23 Young Fishermen’s
Career Development Projects, see https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Funding.

● Senator Sullivan was in Western Alaska this week for the storm response.
● USCG bill in NDAA, something they do every other year. USCG Authorization passed

through the Commerce committee last month. Includes cutters, ice breakers, and some
other provisions.

Alaska Legislative Updates
No members present this meeting.
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Invited Speakers
Nic Kinsman, Alaska Regional Advisor
NOAA/NOS/National Geodetic Survey
Topic: 2022 Bering Sea Storms: High Water Mark, Flooding, and Erosion Response
2022 Bering Sea Storm Slides

● The remnants of Typhoon Merbok in the northern Pacific Ocean began approaching the
Bering Sea on Thursday, September 15, 2022. The storm peaked in intensity on Friday
with a minimum central pressure of 937 mb at 4:00 AM, which is the lowest pressure
ever recorded in the Bering Sea for the month of September (data since 1950).

● What made this storm unusual was threefold: Storm strength, storm track, and the
speed of its movement.

● Results:
○ Widespread flooding that left villages and towns along 1,000 miles of coastline

inundated by floodwaters.
○ Low lying communities around Norton Sound saw peak storm surge of 8-12 feet,

and many experienced lingering high water for days as the storm slowed on its
exit to the Arctic.

○ On Sept. 23, a federal disaster declaration was signed which unlocked Federal
assistance to supplement state, tribal, and local recovery efforts.

● Built on lessons learned from past Bering Sea storms, multiple state, federal,
academic, and partner coastal and mapping scientists have banded together to:

○ align with emergency response/recovery efforts,
○ maintain situational awareness for opportunistic assistance,
○ efficiently collect high water mark, flood/erosion extents, and other

changes
○ collect post-event storm aerial and satellite imagery

● Some guiding principles:
○ Placing public safety and welfare at the forefront is paramount
○ Minimize new requests for residents to share reports or observations during the

event. Instead, streamline requested information during the event to focus on the
water survey.

● Websites
○ Water level data found in real-time

■ https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/inundationdb/
■ https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org

○ Storymap of 2022 Bering Sea Storm Response
■ https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f6d927a9bfb478abaf8d1528d6a78c

b
○ USGS flood event viewer tool

■ https://stn.wim.usgs.gov/FEV/#2022SeptemberAKExtratropicalCyclone
○ Collected drone and satellite imagery

■ https://gis.data.alaska.gov/pages/imagery

Discussion on Hurricane Supplemental to ensure interagency coordination and shared products
for community and responder needs. Making sure there is cross coordination. Very interested in
engagement of community members—are there trainings/workshops for capacity-building? One
thing is making sure people can record high-water marks during clean up. Often the evidence of

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cGL5182g5oCVufNEYOehjMiXteVvnE6q/view?usp=share_link
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/inundationdb/
https://water-level-watch.portal.aoos.org
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f6d927a9bfb478abaf8d1528d6a78cb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f6d927a9bfb478abaf8d1528d6a78cb
https://stn.wim.usgs.gov/FEV/#2022SeptemberAKExtratropicalCyclone
https://gis.data.alaska.gov/pages/imagery


where high-water reached is removed during clean up. USACE/USGS has information for
stakes/tape so that even if clean up occurs, the data can be collected by engineers. It would be
important to get that information out prior to events. Seeing the capability for having local UAS
pilots available for on-the-ground data collection is important. We don’t have a repository for
images/stories for general impacts that occurred by one Emergency Response Center. One
unmet need is developing a place to house the data/information.

Jacquelyn Overbeck, Alaska Regional Geospatial Coordinator
NOAA Office for Coastal Management
Topic: New position for Alaska

● Working in community engagement. One of the things we have to utilize with OCM is
acquisition of geospatial data through geospatial contract mechanisms.

● Serving as technical advisor for the region for ad hoc requests - like the disaster.
● Please send email if you want to get information or be added to listserv:

jacquelyn.overbeck@noaa.gov
● Will be participating in Alaska Geospatial Council, Alaska Marine Executive Committee

(AMEC) Coastal Sub Committee
● Everyone should be aware of the upcoming Alaska Coastal Mapping Summit November

16–17 https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6139797600685969931
● Alaska is different from other states because we don’t have an OCM program. So we

haven’t had an in-depth role in the state. My position is only one located in AK so looking
to improve how we fill needs for AK.

● Look forward to engaging with this group.

Announcements
Sheyna Wisdom, AOOS
Received Phase II of the NSF Convergence Accelerator program - to co-design research plans
and deploy Spotter wave buoys in Indigenous coastal communities.

Ginny Eckert, Alaska Sea Grant
Update on mariculture
● For more information on FY23 Young Fishermen’s Career Development Projects, see

https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Funding. These are due December 1.
● Abstracts for Alaska Marine Science Symposium due October 21. AMSS will be a hybrid

format this year, with in-person participation held at the Dena'ina Center.
https://www.alaskamarinescience.org/

Katrina Hoffman, PWSSC
Fall fundraiser through October 20: https://pwssc.org/support/fall-auction-2022/

The next Alaska Marine Policy Forum call will be Dec 14, 2022 at 1 pm Alaska time.
To register visit: https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/alaska-marine-policy-forum-december-2022/
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